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CLERGYMAN. 


REVEREND SIR! | * 


K . KHE leading Doctrines in the following 
3 T $3 Diſcourſes are, That we are loſt in 
7 Adam, and are by Nature Children of 
-o ,fοf Wrath— that we can be reſtored to the 
Favour of God, and made happy here- 
after, only by Faith in the Death and Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt that our corrupt Nature, derived from 
Adam, muſt be renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, be- 
fore we can lead a Life of Holineſs, &c.— and that, 
unleſs we are thus born again, we cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God.” Of theſe Doctrines you 
have diſapproved ; frequently declaring they are 
falſe, enthuſiaſtic. If I had known your particular 
Objections, I would have attempted an Anſwer to 
them ; but, as you have not vouchſafed to give 
them, I ſhall refer you, for the Proof of my Opini- 
ons, to the Diſcourſes themſelves ; and here endea-y 
vour to prove they are allowed by the eſtabliſhed 
Church of England, of which you profeſs yourſelf 
to be, not only a Member, but a Miniſter. ; 
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An rIOLE IX. Of Original or Birth Sin. 

«© Original Sin ſtandeth not in the following of 
Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is 
the Fault and Corruption of the Nature of eve 
Man, that naturally is ingendered of the Offspring 
of Adam whereby Man 1s very far gone from ori- 
ginal Righteouſneſs, and is of his own Nature in- 
clined to Evil, ſo that the Fleſh luſteth always con- 
trary to the Spirit ; and therefore, in every Perſon 
born into this World, it deſerveth God's Wrath and 
Damnaticn. And this Infection of Nature doth re- 
main, yea, in them that are regenerated.” 


AR r. X. Of Free-Will. 

© The Condition of Man after the Fall of 
Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare 
himſelf by his own natural Strength and good Works 
to Faith and calling upon God: Wherefore, we 
have no Power to do good Works, pleaſant and ac- 
ceptable to God, without the Grace of God by 
Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a good 


Will, and working with us, when we have that 
good Will.“ | 


\ 


Arr. XI. Of the Juſtification of Man. 


We are accounted. righteous before God, only 
for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
by Faith, and not for our own Works or Deſervings. 
Waerefore, that we are juſtified by Faith only, is 
a moſt wholſome Doctrine, and very full of Com- 


fort, as more largely is expreſſed in the Homily of 
Juſtification,” 


Arr. XII. Of Good Works. 


% Albeit that good Works, which are the Fruits 
of Faith, and follow after Juſtification, cannot put 
| ES away 
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away our Sins, and endure the Severity of God's 
Judgment; yet are they pleaſing and acceptable 


to. God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily. af 


a true and lively Faith, inſomuch that by them a 
Uvely Faith may be as evidently known, as a Tree 
diſcerned: by-the Fruit,” | * 0 e 


Axr. XIII. Of Works before Juſtiſication. 

„ Works done before the Grace of God, and 
the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, 
foraſmuch as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; neither do they make Men meet to receive 
Grace, or (as the School-Authors ſay) deſerve 
Grace of Congruity : Yea, rather for that they 
are not done as God hath willed and commanded 
them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 
-Natore e 7 7: Fore 


Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the Doctrines of the 
Church of England, and in them are contained a 
Declaration and Acknowledgment of the DoQrines 
I plead for. In Art. . it is declared, that we 
are loſt in Adam, and are by Nature Children of 
„ Wrath.“ Art. 11. peremptorily aſſerts, that we 

& can be reſtored to the Favour of God, and made 
„„ happy hereafter, only by Faith in the Death 
< and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt.” By comparing 
Art. , 10, 12, and 13, you'll find, “ that our 
<< corrupt Nature muſt be renewed by the Holy 
«© Ghoſt, before we can lead a Life of Holineſs ; 
< and that, unleſs we are thus, born again, we 


cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 


It appears then that my Opinions, which you have 
confidently declared to be falſe. and enthuſiaſtic, 
are ſome of the Doctrines of the eſtabliſhed Church. 


But this is not all; for, however FALsE and E&- 


THUSIASTIC you may vo. deem them, you ONCE 
ſubſcribed to the Turn of them. You- could 
AAGWAHC a | not 
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iv A Letter to a Clergyman. | 
not indeed have entered the Miniftry without it: 
for it is required of all Candidates for that ſacred 
Office, and made an indiſpenſable Condition of 
their Admiſſion into it. The 36th Canon, requi- 
ring Sabſcription of ſuch as are to be made Mi- 
niſters, ſays, ** No Perſon ſhall hereafter be re- 
„ ceived into the Miniſtry—except he ſhall firſt 
«« ſubſcribe to theſe three Articles following: 
Part of the third of which is, That he alloweth 
“ the Book of Articles, agreed upon by the Arch- 
«© biſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the 
* whole Clergy, in the Convocation holden at 
* London, in the Year of our Lord God one thou- 
fand five hundred ſixty and two.? = 
It is indeed ſometimes ſaid, that the Subſcription 
to the Articles is made with this Proviſo—ſo far 
as they are agreeable to the holy Scriptures. But 
this is at beſt a mean Evaſion, and will anſwer no 
Purpoſe with thoſe who underſtand theſe Things; 
for the latter Part of the third Article in the 36th 
Canon is that he acknowledgeth a// and every the 
« Articles therein contained, being in Number 
© nine-and-thirty, beſides the Ratification, to be 
* agreeable to the Word of God.” Nor have ſuch 
Perſons the Liberty they ſo freely uſe, in under- 
ſtanding the Articles in what Senſe they pleaſe : 
For in the Declaration prefixed to the 39 Articles 
it is ſaid, ©* that no Man hereafter ſhall either print 
or preach to draw the Article aſide any Way, 
but ſhall ſubmit to it in the plain and full Mean- 
„ing thereof; and ſball not put his boaun Senſe or 
*« Comment to be the Meaning of the Article, but 
„ fſhall take it in the Iiteral and grammatical Senſe.” 
And, to prevent all Practices of this Kind, it 
is. declared by the fifth Canon of the Church: 
W hoſoever ſhall hereafter athrm, That any of 
the nine-and-thirty Articles, agreed upon by the 
** Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, =_ 
«cc the 
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4 the whole Clergy, in the Convocation holden at 
„ London, in the Year, of our Lord God, one 
* thouſand fixe hundred ſixty-two, for avoidin 
“ Diveriities of Opinions, and for the eſtabliſhing 
* of Conſent touching true Religion, are- in any 
© Part ſupenſtitious or erroneous, or ſuch as he may 
not with a good Conſcience ſubſcribe unto ; Let him 
be excommunicated ipſo facto, and not reſtored, | 
but only by the Archbiſhop, after his Repent- 
ance, and public Revocation of ſuch his wicked | 
Errors.“ And in the 36th Canon it is further | 
ſaid, To theſe three Articles whoſoever will ſub- 
& ſcribe; he ſhall, for the avoiding of all Ambi- | 
% guities, ſubſcribe in this Form of Words, ſet- " 
ting down both his Chriſtian and Sirname, viz. 
IN. N. do willingly and ex animo ſubſcribe to | 
theſe three Articles above-mentioned, and to all | 
Things that are contained in them.” | 
You will now pleaſe to recolleQ, Sir, that you 
yourſelf have performed every Part of this Subſcrip- 
tion: That is, you have ſubſcribed to the Truth 
of the 39 Articles—that they are agreeable to the 
Word of God—that they are to be underſtood in 
the literal and grammatical Senſe—and that your 
Subſcription was willingly and from your Heart. 
Can yau then deem it the Part of Sincerity and. 
Integrity, after having ſubſcribed to the Truth of 
theſe Things, in this ſtrict and ſolemn Manner, to 
deny and even RiDICULE the Doctrines of Rege- 
neration, and the Neceſſity of the Influences of the. 
Holy Ghoſt ; and, when you are told they are con- 
tained in the Articles, ſay the Articles are ERRO- 
-NEOUS and want to be altered? How long, Sir, 
have they wanted an Alteration ? IF it was before 
you entered the Miniſtry, how came you to ſub- 
ſcribe to the Truth of them? If you have found 
out this Secret ſince, what induced you to give it 
2 | 2 under 
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under your Hand that they were true, when you 
did not know whether they were true or falſe? 
But, Sir, it is your Miſtake to ſay they want 
Alteration; and indeed you ſeldom appear as a 
Miniſter without acknowledging this Miſtake. In 
the Beginning of the Office for public Baptiſm it 
is ſaid, *© Dearly beloved, foraſmuch as all Men 
* are conceived and born in Sin, and that our Sa- 
% yiour Chriſt ſaith, None can enter into the King- 
dom of God, except he be regenerate and born 
* anew of Water and the Holy Gh; I beſeech you + 
< to call upon God the Father, thro* our Lord 
4 Jeſus Chriſt, that of his bounteous Mercy he will 
7 ie this Child that Thing which by Nature 
he cannot have, that he may be baptized with 
Water and the Holy Ghoſt, and received into 
« Chriſt's holy Church, and be made a lively Mem- 
ce ber of the ſame.” Here is a plain Declaration 
of the two Doctrines in Queſtion ; namely, the ab- 
ſolute Neceflity of Regeneration—and the Necei- 
ſity of the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt ; and, more- 
QVer, a Proof that Regeneration is not merely Re- 
formation, and that performed in our own Strength, 
(as it is too commonly declared to be) but ſome- 
thing wrought in us by the Operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, All this is confirmed by Part of a Prayer 
in the fame Office, which you have frequently of- 
fered to God in Behalf of Children: Give thy 
Holy Spirit to this Infant, that he may be born 
«« again,” It is amazing, Sir, that you ſhould be 
able to overlook theſe Paſſages. You have been 
pleaſed to declare, that the Operations-of the Holy 
Ghoſt, both ordinary and extraordinary, have long 
ſince ceaſed, 1 pray, Sir, how long? Ever ſince 
tte Beginning of the fourth Century, when, Chriſ- 
tianity being acknowledged by the civil Power, 
under the Emperor Conſtantine, there was no far- 
ther Need of them; for, the Rule of Faith being 
Aline eſtabliſhed, 
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eſtabliſned, the Work of Chriſtianity is to be car 
ried on by the Force of Reaſon. If this be true, 
how happens it that there is one immoral Man in 

your Pariſſu? This argues either a great Neglect, 
or the Inſuffictency of Reaſon for this Work. In. 

deed, Sir, there is not the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon 

to ſupport this Notion. Scripture, Reaſon, and 
Experience, all prove the contrary. Nor do I ſee 
how you can poſſibly reconcile this Opinion with Wl 
ſome Declarations you formerly made. When you | 
was a Candidate for Deacon's Orders, this Queſ- 
tion was put to you: Do you truſt that you are 
«© inwardly moved, by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon 
* you this Office?“ &c. To which you anſwered 
in plain erf I truſt ſo.” According therefore 
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to this Declyration, the Operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt had not ceaſed thirty Vears ago; for you then 
declared you was inwardly moved by Him. But, 
Sir, I doubt not you have, long ſince the above- 
mentioned Time, acknowledged the Neceſſity of 
them. If I miſtake not, you have, within this 
Month, been heard to ſay, Wherefore let us be- 
„ ſeech him to grant us true Repentance, and his 
«« Holy Spirit, that thoſe Things may pleaſe him 
«© which we do at this preſent, and that the reſi 
of our Life hereafter may be pure and holy.” 
[Abfolution.] And further ſolemnly to addrefs 
God, That it may pleaſe thee—to endue us with 
* the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, to amend our 
Lives according to thy holy Word.” [ Liturgy. ] 
Whenever you catechiſe the Children of your 
Pariſh, you ſuffer it to be ſaid, that the inward and 
ſpiritual Grace of Baptiſm, is, a Death unto Sin, 
„ and a NEW B1RTH unto Righteouſneſs,” And 
when you aſk the Child, what he chiefly learns from 
the Articles of the Belief, you do not tell him he 
is wrong, when he ſays, among other Things, I 
learn to believe“ in God the Holy Ghoſt, who 
| | | . ſanQtfieth 
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& ſanctifieth me, and all the elect People of God.” 
Jo deny therefore the Doctrine of Regeneration, 
and the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt, what is it 
but to condemn yourſelf out of your own Mouth ? 
to ſuffer Children to learn as Truths neceſſary to 
Salvation, what you believe to be falſe'? to appear 
before God, in Behalf of a People, offering up Pe- 
titions, which you acknowledge there is no Neceſ- 
fity for; and pretending to pray for Things which 
vod declare have no Exiſtence? sg 
Let our People now judge between us. Let 
THEM determine who 1s the faithful Paſtor, the true 
Son of the Church; you, who have ſubſcribed to 
the Truth of theſe Doctrines, and yet deny them; 
declaring they are falſe and enthufiaſtic; or I, who, 
having hkewiſe ſubſcribed that they are true, appear 
an Advocate for them? May God make this an 
Inſtrument to open the Eyes of many, that they 
may ſee how grofsly they are impoſed upon! 
I reſt ſatisfied that every candid Perfon, who com- 
Pares what has been faid, with the following Dil- 
courſes, will be convinced that the Doctrines I 
Preach are thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church; and 
that they cannot be branded with opprobrious Diſ- 
tinctions, without caſting a Reproach upon our ec- 
cleſiaſtical Eftabliſhment. Before the Popiſh 
Biſhops burnt John Hufs, for preaching Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt alone, and not by any Works or 
Merits of our own, they put on his Head a triple 
Crown of Paper, painted with Devils. I doubt 
not but this had the defired Effect; namely, to ex- 
Poſe the Man whom they could not confute. Every 
Advocate for the Doctrines of the eſtabliſſied Church, 
for theſe twenty Years paſt, has met with ſome- 
what of the like Treatment. At his firſt Appear- 
ance the Cry has been, A Methodiſt, a Metho- 
diſt.“— This has frequently ſucceeded the People 
have imagined that ſomething very bad was _ 
I y 
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Letter to a Clergyman. ix. i 
by the Word, and thus have unwarily been brought 9 
to vilify the Doctrines of their own Church, This 
Trick has been played off, with Succeſs, in almoſt 
every County in the Kingdom, It is to be wiſhed 
that thoſe who thus delude the People, who draw 
them off from hearing the pure Doctrines of Chrif. 
tianity, would undertake to ROVER their Aſſertions; 
would publicly declare that our Articles are ral sR; 
and at the ſame Time inform the World how they 
have acted with regard to them. Will you, 
Sir, undertake this Office? If fo, let me beſeech 
you to act fairly in the Matter. Confeſs that you 


eould not enjoy the Profits of the Church, without 


ſubſcribing to the Truth of them; yer you believe 
they are falſe. Confeſs that you cannot baptize or 
catechiſe their Children, without acknowledging 
the Truth of them; yet you behieve they are 225 
Confeſs that you cannot uſe the public Service of 
the Church in their Behalf, without acknowledging 
the Truth of them; ye? you believe they are falſe. 
When you have given this Proof of your Integrity, 


1 ſhall chearfully wear the cuſtomary Badge of Re- 


proach, for defending the Articles of the eftabliſhed 
Church; but ſhall never be brought to think you act 
ingenuouſly, while you conceal ſo material a Part 
of what ought to be made known. | 

I am ſo far from agreeing with the Methodiſts, 
(as you have raſnly declared) that their yECUL1AR 


Doctrines I deteſt and abhor ; being fully ſenſible 


they are delufive and dangerous. The Foundation 
they lay, in ſhewing Sinners their loſt State in Adam, 
and their alone poſſible Recovery in Jeſus Chrift, 18 
truly ſcriptural, and perfectly agreeable to the Ar- 
ticles of our Church: But, I believe, the Super- 
ſtructure they raiſe on this onLY FOUNDATION, 
is ſo far from being. Gold, Silver, precious 
<« Stones,” that it is for the moſt Part, © Wood, 
Hay, Stubble,” 1 Cor. iii. 12. 5 
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It is in vain to deny that Errors have long been | 
in the Church: That Arminians, Socinians, and: | 
Arians, have ſwarmed among us for theſe hundred 
Vears paſt. But what good have they done? I defy 
them to prove that ever a Chriſtian was made upon 
their Principles. Their Doctrines are contrary to the 
Scriptures, and therefore will never be owned by God. | 
If ever we have Succeſs in our Miniſtry, it muſt be by 
inſiſting on the Doctrines of the Reformation; (thoſe 
Doctrines to the Truth of. which we both have ſub- 
ſcribed) and more particularly on Art. q, 10, 11, 12, 
and 13. Theſe contain the true Principles of Chriſ- 
tianĩty; they alone point out our Diſorder by Nature, 
and our only Remedy; and wherever theſe are clearly 
and faithfully delivered, God more or lefs conde- 
ſcends to accompany them with his Bleſſing. To 
theſe then let the People cleave: They can be pro- 
fited by no other. Whenever theſe are omitted, they 
do not hear what they ought to hear; and whenever 
any other Doctrines are delivered, as the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, and the Doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, the People are impoſed upon, are deceived. 
Humbly imploring the Divine Majeſty, (“ who 
«© hath choſen the fooliſh Things of this World ro | 
«confound the wiſe, ) to accept this weak Teſti- 1 
mony to the Truth, and accompany it with his Bleſ- 
fing, to the Increaſe (tho' the ſmalleſt) of the Re- | 
deemer's Kingdom ; and that he would fill you with | 
all ſpiritual good Things : I am, 
SOLO] I * Reverend Sir, your's, . &c. | 
P. S. One Word more before we part. When you | 
was ordained a Prieſt, you promiſed . to be ready, | 
with all faithful Diligence, to baniſh and drive | 
% awayallerroneous and ſtrange Doctrines, contrary | 
to God's Word.” If therefore there is any Thing 
in this Letter, or the following Diſcourſes, contrary to | 
God's Word; 1 here call upon you to perform your | 
ſolemn Promiſe, and declare it to the World. . 
SERMON 
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Who can bring -a clean Thing out of an un- 
St gl: clean? Not Ons. | 
KN all Praftice depends upon Knowledge, 
I it is impoſſible for a Man to practice 
X aright, till he has a juſt Notion of his 
N Duty. In the common Affairs of Life 
ö we never expect a Perſon ſhould be able 
to do a Thing, till he has been raught how to do 
it. And, to render our Inſtructions effectual, we 
firſt endeavour to eſtabliſh him in the Rudiments 
of what he is to learn. This Method is certainly 
not leſs neceſſary. in Matters of Religion. The 
Principles of our Duty ſhould be firſt clearly pro- 
ved and fully eſtabliſhed, or we may be dangerouſly 
miſtaken in what is of the utmoſt Conſequence. — 
To the Want of this it is chiefly owing that ſo many 
falſe Schemes of Religion are embraced, Men be- 
ing willing to believe what is moſt agreeable ta 
their Inclinations, and ready to take Things upon 
Truft, without duly conſidering them. As God 
created Man, the Duty Man owes tb God pore 
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ſtom the Relation he bears to him; the Relation 
F a, Creature to his Creator“ The Know ledge 
therefore of his Duty to God muſt be founded in 
e Knowledge of himſelf. He muſt be acquainted. 


what he is by Nature, before he ean properly con- 
duct imc e his Maker. If Man 3 Nature, 
innocent, dutiful, grateful to his Maker, and lov- 
ing him above all Things; the Duty required of 
him will, certainly, be different from what it wauld | 
be, if he was, by Nature, à ſmfel; diſobedient 
Creature, ungrateful to his Maker, and loving | 
other Things in Preference to him. Thus, a Pa- 
rent looks for a different Behaviour .from an obe- 
dient Child, to what he does from a diſobedient 
one. From the obedient Child he deſires only 
Gratitude and Love, as a proper Return for his 
fatherly Care and Affection; but from the diſo- 
bedient one he expects firſt a Deſire to be recon- | 
Elled to him, and a Readineſs to procure a Pardon 
for his Offences, Now Man muſt be by Nature 
either obedient or ſinful ; there is no third State. 
It woſt therefore be an Enquiry of the utmoſt Im- 
_portance, to know in, which of them he is born; 
for, till he is acquainted with this, it will be im- 
7115 for him to embrace a Religion which he 
, Knows to be right, or which can yield him any 
"ſettled Peace and Satisfaction of Mind. The only 
Ways for him to arrive at this Knowledge are, to 
fudy the Scriptures and Himſelf. By. ſearching, 
with the divine Aſſiſtance, what God has been 
. pleaſed to declare of this Matter, and by comparing 
it with what paſſes in his own Heart. The In. 
- Quzry cannot be fruitleſs; it will aſſuredly turn 
_10 ſome good Account. If we ſearch diligently, _ 
the Knowledge we ſhall gain, will richly repay all 
„Sur Labour. And the Importance of this Know- 
Jede is ſo great, that without it we, com * 
| now 
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know-nothing, Without this we cannot haye @ |! 
right Notion of our Duty; much leſs can we are | 
rive at that heart-felt Knowledge of it, which 
alone can. make us wiſe unto Salvation, ——The 
Scriptures aſſure us that God made Man upright; 
chat he formed him in his own Image, In the | 
| % Image of God created he him.” Gen, i. 27. 
By the Image of God is not meant any bodily | | 
Shape; for, as God is a being purely ſpiritual, it 
is plain He has no ſuch Thing: But we are to un- 
derſtand by it, the Repreſentation of his Mind; 
which conſiſts in perfect Holineſs and Righteouſneſs. | 
Adam therefore was created hel ane? righteous, -* 
His Underſtanding was clear and comprehenfive, _' 
ully acquainted with whatever it was neceſſary for 
mim to know. His Will was fixed on that which 
is Good ; and, though he had the Power of doing i 
Evil, yet he had an Averſion to it. His Aﬀec- ; 
tions were. upright, pure, and holy; his Heart 
warm with the Love of God, and continually glow- 
ing with Praiſe and Thankſgiving. His Situation 
was abundantly deſirable. God had placed him 
there where every Thing exiſted, that was pleaſant 
to. the Sight, or good for Food. His Power was 
unlimited; he was made Lord of the Uniyerſe. Z 
Every Thing was put in Subjection under his Feet. 2 
The whole animal Creation was taught to ſubmit | 
to him, to ſtand in Awe of him, and acknowledge 
| him for their Sovereign. His inward Tranquillity 
was alſo great. He had no uneaſy Reflections to 
ruffle and diſcompoſe him: No anxious Deſires 
for the Things of this Life: No Hankerings after 
| forbidden Objects. On the contrary, Peace and 
Content dwelt in his Heart, accompanied with an 
Aſſurance of the Love and Favour of his Maker. 
Nor was his Happineſs ſolitary: He had a Partaker 
of it; a Companion who was Fleſh of his Fleſh, and 
N . 
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Follgty, and avoiding the Torments of a miſcra— 
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Bone of his Bone; and ſo formed, every Way; by 
God himſelf, as to be an Help meet for him! And, 


as if all this was not ſufficient, he was permitted To 
hold Communion with his Maker; to convert ſe 


with God as Friend with Friend. Yet his Hap- 
pineſs was dependent; connected with Obedience: 


Not indeed to a Multiplicity of burdenſome Pre- 


cepts, but to one ſingle, eaſy Command: “ Of 


% every Tree of the Garden (ſaid the Almighty) 


* thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the Tree of Know- 
* ledge of Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it.” 
And, to deter him from Tranſgreſſion, it was added, 

« for in the Day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
&« ſurely die.“ n this happy State was Adam 
See He had every Thing that Heart could 
deſire or Thought conceive; was Lord of the Uni- 


verſe, happy in himſelf, -and happy in all about 


him; had the free Liberty of ulld every Thing 
he ſaw, one only excepted. And further, the Con- 
tinuance of all theſe Bleſſings depended upon his 


Obedience to one ſingle Command; the Breach of 
which would be attended with an eternal Separa- 
tion from God. Moreover, as an additional Mo- 
tive to Obedience, the Happineſs or Miſery of all 


nis Poſterity depended upon it; for he was a Surety 


for all Mankind. Iuſomuch that, if- Adam had 
. *eontinued obedient, the Bleſſings he then enjoyed 
Would have been continued to them. And if he 
difobeyed his Maker's Command, his Diſobedience 
was to 'be placed as well to their: Account as his 


The penalty of which Diſobedie ce was, 
ab iy a Forfeiture of all theſe Bleſſings, but an 
Exchange of an happy eternal Life, for a miſerable 
eternal Death. Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe 
powerful Motives to Obedience, of Gratitude to 
god, of preſerving Happineſs for himſelf and hi- 


ble 
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ble Eternity; he eat of the forbidden Fruit; he ſin- ſ 
ned, he fell. The fatal Effects of his Sin were im- 
mediately felt in himſelf ;_ have from that Day to 
this been viſible among his wretched Pofterity ; 
am will continue to be ſo till Time ſhall be no 
more. Some ludicrous Wits, more wicked than 
wiſe, have aſked, Where could be the Harm of 
all this And ſometimes have prophanely enquired, 
What great Offence could the eating of an Apple 
occaſion? To ſuch Perſons it may be ſufficieat to 
ſay,. God is not a Man, that he ſhould give an Ac- 
count of his Dealings, It would be better to ſub- 
mit your Belief to what he has condeſcended to 
reveal, than impiouſly to diſpute the Truth of it. 
This you Moser do, if ever you would flee from 
the Wrath to come; and this you wiLL do, when 
by his Grace you are enabled to ſee your Danger, 
and anxious to avoid being made a Monument of 
his Juſtice. But to ſerious Perſons, who deſire to 
know more of this Matter, I would obſerve, that 
this Sin of Adam was the greateſt that could-poſ- 
ſibly have been committed by Man: The moſt 
heinous in itſelf and diſmal in its Effects. 1. It 
was an Inſtance of horrid Ingratitude. He was 
ſenſible that all the Bleſſings he enjoyed were from 
God's mere Bounty, unmerited, undeſerved. He 
knew he was compleatly happy; more ſo than 
Tongue could expreſs or Thought conceive,', To 
eat -therefore of the Tree of Knowledge, of which 
God had commanded him, ſaying, ** 'Thou ſhalt 
«© not eat,” (and this from a helliſhly infuſed 
Pride of Heart, tempting him to ſhake off has De- 
pendence, and to be as God, knowing Good and 
Evil) was Ingratitude in the higheſt Degree. 

2. It was, moreover, to diſregard the Threa- 
tenings of God. He could not, perhaps, aſfuredly 
know what it was to die; Death being n 
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| | 1 had probably never ſeen, But he muſt know, chat 


the ſame Power who made him happy, could with, 
draw that Happineſs. . And, as 4 0 was to be 
the Puniſhment of Diſobedience, he could not but 
imagine it would, be ſomething dreadful. - To gat 
therefore of the forbidden Fruit, was, undoubtedly, 
to diſregard the Threatenings of the Almighty. © 

3. It was, likewiſe, to believe the Devil in Pre- 
ference to his Creator. God had ſaid, *© Thou 
* ſhalt not eat of the Tree of Knowledge; for in 
* the Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die.“ 
This the Devil, in the Serpent, contradicted, ſaying, 
Vea, ye ſhall not ſurely die.“ To eat therefore 
of the forbidden Fruit was to believe the Devil, 
whom (till that, fatal Hour) he knew nothing of, 
and to diſpelieye his Maker, whoſe Goodneſs he 
had taſted, and whoſe Fidelity he had experienced ; 
and whom therefore, in Reaſon and Gratitude, he 
was bound to believe, 


4. It was robbing God of the Honour and Wor- 
ſhip due to him from the whole Race of Mankind. 


The Duty Man owes to God is a perfect Submiſ- 


ſion to his Will, without preſuming to enquire, 
Why am I to do thus? It is ſufficient to know that 
God has commanded it. And therefore, ſo far as 
we are ſubmiflive to his Will, ſo far are we obe- 
dient to him, and no farther. When we know any 


ö Thing to be the Will of God, and refuſe to per- 


form it, in that Inſtance we are guilty of Rebel- 
lion againft him ; which, in the ſmallett Matter, is 
an infinitely greater Offence than can poſſibly be 
committed towards a Fejlow-Creature. This the 
Scriptures ſtrongly declare: If one Man ſinneth 


* againſt another, the Judge ſhall judge him ; but 


is to be eltimated by the Dignity of the Perſon of- 


* fended. 
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ſended. If one Man fin againff another, the Judge | \M 
ſhall judge him: Satisfaction may be given, or the i 
Matter made up at the Diſcretion of a third Perſon. Ml 
Batak a Man ſin againſt the Lord, who. is an in- 
inite Being, how can he make up this Matter ? 
How can a flnite Being make Satisfaction for an 


$4 
1 


infinite Offence? It is impoſſible for him to do it. 
But Sin, alienates the Will from God. And, as 
6 the Sin of Adam was likewiſe the Sin of all his Poſ- 


terity, by this one Act he deprived God of the Ho- 
nour and Worſhip due to him from the whole Race 
of Mankind, by thus alienating their Wills from 
him. ou fee then the Heinouſneſs of Adam's 
Sin. It was an Inſtance of the higheſt Ingratitude: 
It was to diſregard the Threatenings of the Almigh- 
ty: It was, moteover, to believe the Devil in Pre- 
ference to his Maker: And alſo to deprive him of , 
the Honour and Worſhip due to him from the 
whole Race of Mankind. Such was the Nature 
of it. And if we conſider ſome of its Effects, we 
ſhall find they were fatal indeed.., __. 
1. It brought a Curie upon the whole Creation. 
When Adam had finned, the Lord ſaid unto him, 
«© Becauſe thou haſt hearkened unto. the Voice of 
; c thy Wife, and haſt eaten of the Tree of the which 


« I commanded thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not eat ; 
8 « of it; curſed is the Ground for thy Sake; in Sor- G 
| & row ſhalt thou eat of it all the Days of thy Life.“ ; 
| So that the Sin of Adam was not confined to him- Ml 


ſelf, but extended even to the whole World : In- 
ſomuch that every Part of it is polluted, and 1s fo 
eſteemed in the Sight of God. In Alluſion to this 
Sin of Adam, St. Paul declares, ** The Creation 
% was made ſubje& to Vanity.” Rom. viii. 20. 
And on this Account St. Peter ſays, The Heavens 
© and the Earth which are now, are—reſerved unto 
Fire.“ 2 Pet. iii. 7. So that the whole e 
whic 


8 Chriſt died for the 
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2 0% 700 ber bt {ets on all mee 1 2 By 
« the Pitsdedienee of one (fays the doſtle) mary 


„ were made inners. In Adam all die. By the. 
* FTranſgreſſion of ore, Judgment came u all 


« Men to Condemnation.” Rom. v, 18. Nor Was 
It poſſible to make Satisfaction to the injured, Juſti © 
of God, or to avoid the dreadful Puniſhment of 

Wrath and' Indignation. We could not make Sa- 
tisfaction to his Juſtice, becauſe the Offence was 


committed apainſt an infinite Bein 055 and we could 


not avoid the Puniſhment of his Wrath, ſince there 
is no reſiſting his Power. In this helpleſs and mi- 
ſerable Condition we muſt have continued, under 
the Curſe of his Vengeance, if he, in infinite Mercy 
to us, had not provided a Saviour to pay the Pe- 
nalty due to our Diſobedience. And therefore the 
Scripture fays, © When we were Enemies we were 


© reconciled to God.” —How ? By any Repentapce 
of our own ?. any future Obedience? any Satis fac- 


tion that we made to his offended Majeſty? No, 


; | fays the Apoſtle, but by the Death of his Son. 


„When we were yet without Strength, ” (had no 


| Power to deliver ourſelves from the Miſery into 
which our Guilt bad plunged. us) * in due Time 


ngodly.” Rom. v. 6. He 
ws 200, made him [Chriſt] to be din [a Sin-Of- 


«« fering for us.” 2 Cor. v. 21. 


From hence we may ſee the dreadful Nature of 


| this Sin; how odious it is in the Sight of God, and 
| how. determined he is to puniſh it. This one Sin 
of Adam brought a Curſe on the Creation, and on 
the whole Race of Mankind; and was impoſſible 
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ten 8on of God; for none but an infinite Being ca 
give Satisfaction for an infinite Offence. 
were to conſider theſe Things in a proper Manner, 
they would ſurely have ſome good Effect on us. 


If we: ſeriouſly reflected that every ſingle Offence 
agaihſt the Lord eontracts a greater Load of Guilt 
than we can poſſibly expiate, we ſhould not dare 


to offend him through Careleſſneſs and Wantonneſs, 
much leſs wilfully, and in open Defiance of his 


Commands. All thoſe Sins of which we are now 
ſo — 1 as Sabbath- breaking, Neglect of read- 
ing tl 


e Scriptures, Neglect of private and Family 


Prayer, Neglect of attending the Lord's Supper, 
and many others, by which we prove ourſelves Lo- 


vers of the Creature more than the Creator, Lovers 


of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God; would then 


appear in their proper Light, not trivial Offences, 
but dreadful Violations of Duty. From hence 
we may likewiſe ſee the extreme Danger of thoſe 
who are careleſs of their eternal State; or who, re- 
fuſing to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of God, truſt 
to be faved by any Works of their own. If one 
Sin brought on ſo many dreadful Effects, what muſt 
become of the careleſs Sinner, whoſe Life is ane 
continued State of Rebellion againſt the Lord? 


And where ſhall the Self-righteous ſtand in the Day 


of Judgment, whoſe beſt Actions are not only im- 
perfect but ſinful ? and who dares not deny but, 


in many Things, he has broke the Commandments 
of his God? Happy is it for us that God has pro- 


vided a Saviour for fallen Man; has accepted the 
Death of jeſus Chriſt as an Atonement for Sin; has 


laid on him the Iniquity of us all. Otherwiſe, if 
God ſhould enter into Judgment with us, in his 


Sight ſhould no Fleſh be juſtified. And therefore 


we have abundant Reaſon'to adore the Mercics of 


„od, who has contrived this wonderful Way for us 
6 to 
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[ to eſcape- from the Wrath to come. But let us 5 
carefully remember, that theſe ineſtimable Mercies } 
axe not for the impenitent careleſs Sinner, They 
are not for the Hypocrite. They are not for tlie 
formal Profeſſor of Religion, who draweth near to 
God with his Lips, but whoſe Heart is far from him. 
They are not for him who truſts to be ſaved, eitber 
wholly or in part, by any Works, any Righteouſneſs | 
of his own. They are only for the true Believer, * 
who, by the Grace of God, has been enabled to fee 
he is a Sinner, and to ſue for Mercy; to renounce 
all Pretenſions to Merit in himſelf, and truſt wholly 
for Salvation to the Death and Obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and who evidences the Sincerity of his 
Truſt by a grateful Obedience to God's Commands, 
by ſtudying to worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. 
For though God fo loved the World, that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, that whoſoever beheveth on | 
him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal Life; yet, ' 
unleſs we believe in the Sox with ſuch-a Faith as | 
purifies the Heart, overcomes the World, and pro- | 
duces a Life of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ;. the | 
Mercies of God will avail us nothing, his Wrath | 
' abideth on us, T3234 1 
Ia the dreadful Day of Judgment, when the 
Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, may we be 
found in the Number of thoſe happy Perſons who 
thus believe n 461 


— — 


ee OE ON 


SERMON 


„ — 


— — w' 


* r FL, LIND). 
b 5 - = LIES $a „ - CC - 
Re A eee 


— . rr WI GT ol EIT ou "III ˙ m ˙]. nur 0 WIE ]. IO ˙ N +. 


WS -, [ 24 3 136 0 x4 
SERMON IL | 
On ORIGINAL SIN. 


Po. 


MM DBBCCOR RD, Rn CUuoubngtro 


15 IO B. MV. 4. | 
IW ho can bring a clean Thing out of an un- 
clean? Not one. 


FE have ſeen, in ſome Meaſure, the NaTurE 
of Adam's Tranſgreſſion; that it conſiſted 

in Ingratitude to God—in a Diſregard to his Threa- 
tenings—in believing the Devil in Preference to his 


Maker —and in robbing God of the Honour and 


Worſhip due to him from the whole Race of Man- 
kind. We likewiſe have ſeen ſomewhat of its 


 ErFEcTs ; That it was not confined to himſelf, 


but extended.to the whole World ; that it brought 
a Curſe on the Creation, and on all Mankind : 
Inſomuch that this Sin is placed to their Account, 
that they are involved in the Guilt, and ſubject to 
the Condemnation of it, equally the ſame as if they 
had, in their own Perſons, committed it. The 
Imputation of Adam's Sin to his Poſterity, tho? it 
is the Foundation of Chriſtianity (as the Miſery of 
Man occafioned that wonderful Diſplay of divine 
Love, in ſending his Son to be their Saviour) has 
given Offence to many; has been treated as an 
harſh, unſound Doctrine, by ſeveral ſerious Per- 


{ons ; and has proved a fatal Stumbling-block to 


C2 others, 
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| doc who, ſetting; themſelves to believe nothing 


ut what their own ſhallow Reaſon can compre- 


hend, have peremptorily declared it to be abſurd 


and impoſſible. In what Manner Adam's Poſ- 
terity were involved in his Guilt, God has not con- 
deſcended to reveal unto us; but the Fact itſelf he 


has abundantly declared. *© In Adam all die. 


By the Offence of Ox x, judgment came upon 
e all Men to Condemnation. By one Man's Diſ. 
*« obedience many were made Sinners.“ Rom. v. 
18, 19. Theſe are plain and peremptory Deter- 
minations; and ſuch as we cannot evade by any 
Subtleties whatever. Happy would it be for us, 
if we were as much affected with the Conſideration 


oft as we are actually intereſted in, them. 


But, in order to eftablith this fundamental Truth, 


let us more particularly conſider ſome of its Effects; 
and which ſeem to be ſuch Proofs of this intereſting 
Fact as are undeniable, and yet level to all Capa- 
cities, One of tkeſe is the Death of Infants.— The 
Apoſtle declares, ©* By one Man Sin entered into 
*.the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed 
** upon all Men, for that all have finned.” Rom. v. 
12. So that the Reaſon why People die is on Ac- 


count of Sin; For the Wages of Sin (faith he) 


„is Death.” Rom. vi. 23. Now Infants die be- 
fore they know the Difference between Good and 
i.vil—before they can poſſibly commit any actual 


'Tranſgretiion. Therefore, as Death is the Wages. 


af Sin, the Reaſon why they die is, becauſe they 
are involved in the Sin of Adam's Tranſgrei- 
ion, And on this Account the Apoſtle de- 
clares; 54* Death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
even over them that had not ſinned aſter the 
** inilitude.of Adam's Tranſgreſſion.“ Rom. v. 


U4;S——Þ,was proved that the Nature of Adam's 


Sin Confiied, in Ingratitude to Godin diſregard- 
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ing his'Threatenings—in believing the Devil'ihn “ 


Preference to his Maker —and in depriving Hint 8 

the Honour and Worſhip due from the whole Rach 
of Mankind. Now theſe Things: were not pet“ 
liar to him: They are more or lefs viſible in all His 
Poſterity; and particularly in thoſe who do fiot ſet 
they are Sinners, and the Neceſſity of truſting Wholly 
for Salvation to the Death and Obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt. This may be thought a weighty Charge, 
and therefore ſnould not be aſſerted without Proof. 
However dreadful the Accuſation may ſeem, it is 
certainly true; inſomuch that ſcarce any Thing can 
be more eaſily proved to a conſiderate Mind: Give 
me, I defire, your Patience and Attention, while [ 
enter upon the Proof of it. You may remember 
that Ingratitude was one Part of Adam's Sin; and 
that this runs through the whole Race of Mankind 
1s too plain to be denied. We are all Penſioners on 
the Bounty of God; he giveth us, Day by Day, 
our daily Bread. All the good Things we enjoy, 
the Food we eat, the Raiment we put on, all the 


Conveniencies and Pleaſures of Life, all proceed 


from him. We may indeed impiouſly pretend that 
they flow froin ſecondary Cauſes : But 1s not he the 
firſt Cauſe, the firſt Mover of all Things? It would 
avail us but little to plow and ſow, or uſe the La- 
bour of the Hands, unleſs he condeſcended to grant 
his Bleſſing. The Toil of Man would be in vain, 
if God did not vouchſafe to ſend fruitful Seafons, 
and thus give an Increaſe. But what Returns do 
we make? The Ox knoweth his Owner, arid the 
*© Aſs his Maſter's Crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, 
* my People doth not conſider.” The brute Beaſts 

are ſenſible of, and grateful for, what they receive; 
and alt, in their reſpective Stations, ſnew forth the 
Glory of their Maker. But Man, though bleſſed 
with infinitely greater Mercies, is uumindful of 
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+ the Hand that beſtows them. Man alone doth not 


conſider, doth not make a ſuitable Return for the 
Bleflings he enjoys. Who is leſs in our Thoughts 
than the Almighty ? We can partake of his Bounty, 
and retire to Repoſe, ſatiated with his Fulneſs, and 
yet unthankful for what we receive.” We can riſe 
from Sleep, like the ,Beaſt from his Lair, without 
one grateful Acknowledgment to him, who watched 
and protected us in that defenceleſs State. There 
is ſcarce a Creature on Earth but we hold more 
Communion with than our Maker. Every Vanity, 
every. Trifle, every Proſpect of Advantage or Plea- 
ſure, has the Preference to him. If you deny this, 
ſay whence that viſible Indifference, not to ſay Ha- 
tred of religions Duties? Whence' the Neglect of 
his publick Worſhip, or . an irreverent Conduct 
during the Time of it ? You in vain endeavour to 
palliate theſe Things ; for they are inconteſtable 
Proofs of our Ingraittude to God. WE 

Another Part of his Sin was to difregard the 
Threatenings of the Almighty. Would 'to God 
there was no Reaſon to fay, in this we alſo imitate 
him. The Lord calls us by his Providences, -his 
Mercies, and his Miniſters, to repent and turn un- 
to him. If his Invitations will not avail, he has 
Recourſe to Threatenings. The Soul that ſinneth 
It ſhall die. Whoſoever ſinneth preſumptuouſly, 
the Anger of the Lord ſhall ſmoke againſt him. 
The Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell. How lit- 
tle do we regard theſe ſolemn Declarations of the 
God of Truth and Fower! We hear them indeed 
To often, that they are rooted in our Memories; 
vet fo ſlight is their Impreſſion on our Hearts, that 
a ſordid Gratification can frequently prevail with 
us to diſregard the Power of his Wrath: Can pre- 
_ yall with vs wilrully and preſumptuouſly to offend 
him, 'tho” we know not but, in the next Moment, 
. Vengeance 
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Vengeance may hurry us into everlaſting /For. \ | 
%%% Sep ob 
»: 4, third Part of Adam's Sin was believing..the - 
| Devil in Preference to his Maker. And this Hike⸗ © 
wiſe runs through the whole Race of Mankind. 

| The Devil is frequently, in Scripture, called, The 
| % Prince of this World.” And becauſe the World; 
| and all its Pleaſures, are, by divine Permiſſion, un- 
| der the Goyernment of this his irreconcileable Ene- 
| my; therefore the Love of the World is ſaid to be 
Enmity with God. Let us now apply this. Ged, 
in his Word, has ſaid, Love not the World, 
| «« neither the Things that are in the World. If 
| any, Man love the World, the Love of the Fa- 
tber is not in him.“ 1 John ii. 15. His Enemy 
offers to us the Pleaſures, Honours, and Riches of 
| the World, ſaying, as he once dared to our Saviour, 
| All theſe Things will I give thee, if thou wilt 
| fall down and worſhip me.” Whom now do we 
believe? Inftead of ſhunning the Pleaſures of Life, 
as Baits laid to enſnare our Affęctions, and alienate 
our Hearts from God; do we not really court them? 
Do we not purſue every Novelty, and catch at every 
Trifle, how ridiculous ſoever, that has the Name 
| of Pleaſure affixed to it? We too plainly ſhew 
whom we. believe, and to whom we give the Pre- 
ference. Nor do we leſs avoid the Honours of the 
World. Look among the Great, and ſee how ea- 
| gerly and anxiouſly Diſtinctions are deſired. What 
Pains are taken to gain a Title or a Garter, which 
bring with them no more ſolid Happineſs than a 
| . Child's Rattle. You can ſcarce meet a Man in Of- 
| fice who is not proud of it. And, by the Jower 
| Sort, how readily is Reſpect paid to thoſe in Power; 
| even to ſuch as have nothing elſe to recommend 
them. —Inſtead of deſpiſing the Riches of the 
World, Poverty appears ſo horrible and. ne 
9 that 
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i 3 a ” 
- { that we ſhun it as the greateſt Evil. More Puins 
are, in general, taken to get a good Eſtate, than a4 
ood. Conſcience.” The rich Man, with Attle more 

Senſe than the wild Aſs's Colt; — — Rel 
eſt Abilities if joined with Poverty. And, tho“ 
'  Gad declares, that if we thus love the World, we 
have no love for him, how few will believe what 
he ſays! How ready are we to imagine, that we 
can do all theſe T hings, and many more of the 


ſpect and Ad miration, while we overlo 


ſame Nature, and yet be good Chriſtians! It is 
no uncommon Caſe to ſee a Man, who has already 
more than ſufficient to maintain his Family; anxiouf- 


ly labouring aſter the Things of this Life, adding 


Field to Field, Houſe to Houſe, Rſtate to Eſtate, 


and not once think his eternal Salvation is endan- 


gered by this Practice. Thouſands who ſpend their 
Lives in a round of Pleaſure, if they abſtain from 


thoſe Sins which the World agrees to call ſcandalous, 
and now and then read over a few Prayers, think 
all will go well; chat eternal Happineſs will aſſu- 


redly be their Portion. And how common is it to 


find a Perſon, who ſpends his Life in the Purſuit of 


worldly Diſtinctions, value himſelf upon his moral 


Character, and think it impoſſible he ſnould periſh 


eternally? Our Saviour declares, Seek ye firſt 
* the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and 
all theſe Things (all that are really neceſſary for 
«© your . preſent Subſiſtence) ſhall be added unto 
© you,” Do we believe him? No. Our Conduct 


plainly is, Seek firſt the Things of this Life, and 


never imagine you ſhall thereby fall ſhort of the 


Kingdom of God. For, tho? we (employ all dur 
Time about the Things of the World, remember 
it is commanded us to provide for our Families; 
and, as the Mercies of God are infinite, it is abfürd 
1 8 r n ir N INH _— 
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eee CC 
to ſuppoſe. he wilt puniſn any Perſon with eternal 


The other Part of Adam's Sin was th 
God of the Worſhip due to him from the whole 
Race of Mankind. In this we are likewiſe Imita- 
tors of him. But how can this be? I anſwer, The 


— 


Worſhip due to God conſiſts in a Submiſſion to his 


Will, and a grateful Acknowledgment of his Mer- 


cies. Now of this Worſhip we deprive him, when, 


we refuſe to pay it ourſelves, or, what in us lies, 
hinder others from paying it. That we, naturally. 
refuſe to pay it ourſelves, is a diſmal but indiſpu- 


table Truth; for the Scriptures declare, „the car-. 


* nal. Mind (which is the Mind of all Men by 


Ty Nature) is nmity againſt God.“ Rom. viii. 7, 


and it is a Contradiction to ſuppoſe we are willing 


to do what we hate. That we would willingly hin- 


der others from paying this Worſhip to God, is 


evident from innumerable Facts. No ſooner does 
a Perſon enter upon a Life of Religion, than We 


are apt to Aenne he is going mad; and, out of 
our abundant Charity and Kindneſs, would fain 
perſuade him to negle& his Devotions, and lay 


aſide his Duty, good Books, as the only Way for 


him to preſerve his Senſes. If this has not the de- 


ſired Effect, ve endeavour to laugh him out of his 


que Notions. Some indeed are weak enough to 


all into this Snare; to lay aſide a religious Life, 


(which they once hopefully began) unable to bear 
the Scoff of the Libertine, the Banter of the Thought- 
leſs, or the Sneer of the Formaliſt; not duly con- 
ſidering that awful Declaration of our Saviour ; 
„ Whoſoever is aſhamed of me and of my Words 
in this adulterous and ſinful Generation, of him 


«© fhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he com- 3 
eth to Judgment with the holy Angels.“ —If this 
Method doe not ſucceed, we endeavour to brand 
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he depriving 
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bim with opprobrious Diſtinctions, and load him 


1 

1 L Fatt: every Mark of Infamy ; fully delten that 
| 1 ruth. in Scripture, ** As he that was born after 
2G 


the Fleſh perſecuted him that was born after 


ad 2. 


- 


77 the. Spirit, ſo is it now.“ Theſe are notorious 
Facts, There are thoſe one us who know they 
are guilty of ſuch Things. Let me deſire you to 
I. ſeriouſly what you. are jeg The Op- 
Poſition you make is not to Man, but God. It 
does not proceed from a perſonal. Diſlike, but from 
a Hatred of what is good. You will. not give 
God: the Honour due unto his Name, and you 
wauld, to the utmoſt of your Power, preyent others | 
from giving it. Reflect on your Conduct to your 
own Child; to him in whoſe Welfare your = 
pineſs was once centered; to him for whoſe Im- | 
provement no Expence was thought too great. | 
With what Tranſport did you conſider him, while 
he adyantageouſly ranged the Circle of the Sciences! 
And how did it inflame your Affection to reflect 
that Education, and the Love of Character, had 
preſerved him from every Thing groſs ! Who, then, 
in your Opinion, was more wiſe, who more reli- 
gious? But why this Change in your Conduct? 
Why this Perſecution ? Becauſe he ſees that the 
Form of Religion avails nothing; that the Power 
of it muſt be impreſſed on the Heart; that, amidſt 
the Variety of his Attainments, he was a Fool; 
being deſtitute of the only Knowledge that could 
make him wiſe unto Salvation. He ſees the Im- 
perfection of his Obedience, and therefore labours 
to procure an Intereſt in a better Righteouſneſs 
than his own, He ſees the Sinfulneſs of drawing 
vis unto God with his Lips, while the Heart is 
far from him; and therefore would worſhip him 
in Spirit and in Trmh. On this Account, this 
| Favourite is ſunk in your Eſteem, Formerly, it 
» Was | 
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was your Study to pleaſe him. Your Endeavours = 
even anticipated his Deſires. Now, his 'utmoft * 
Intreaties cannot prevail for an Hour's uninterrupt- 
ed Retirement, to hold Communion with his Ma- 
ker. He, at whoſe Sight your Heart uſed to leap 
for Joy, is now loathſome to you. Bluſh then to 
conſider your Averſion to what is good, when the 
very Sight of it can make you a Monſter to your 
own Offspring. If ever God opens your Eyes, this 
Conduct will coſt you a bitter Repentance :' And, 
| if that Mercy 1s not afforded you, our Saviour has 
ö already pronounced your Doom : * Whoſdoever 
| „ ſhall offend one of theſe little Ones that truſt in 
«© me, it were better for him that a Mill-ſtone were 
* hanged about his Neck, and he himſelf caſt into 
« the Midſt of the Sea.”—— You have ſeen then 
the Nature of Adam's Sin, and wherein it confiſted; 
Viz, in Ingratitude to his Maker—in diſregarding 
| his Threatenings—in believing the Devil in Pre- 
ference to his Maker—and in depriving God of the 
Worſhip due to him from the whole Race of Man- 
kind, And it has likewiſe been proved, that theſe 
very Inſtances of Guilt run more or leſs through 
the whole Race of Mankind. But, perhaps, you'll 
aſk, if we do not learn theſe Things one of ano- | 
ther? No; they are born with us. Behold (fays 
„ David) I was ſhapen in Wickedneſs, and in Sin 
« did my Mother conceive me.” Pſalm li. 5. This 
Depravity of Heart, this Averſion to what is Good, 
and Delight in what is Evil, we derived from our 
Parents, who derived it originally from their firſt 
Parent Adam. For, as Job obſerves, Who can 
| _* bring a clean Thing out of an unclean ? Not one.“ 
If the Fountain-Head is corrupted, the Streams 
flowing from it cannot be pure. Our firſt Parent 
Adam was, polluted with Guilt, and we, who de- 
3 from him, cannot be untainted with it. Shall 
1 2 we 
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we then ſay that we are not Partakers of Adam's 


Guilt, when we have the very Seeds of it planted 
in our Nature, and which ſpring forth to Action 
as ſoon as we are capable of committing it? We 
may pretend to evade this, by ſaying that a Man 
cannot be guilty of what was done above five thou. 
ſand Years ago. But the God of Truth has decla- 
red, By one Man's Diſobedience many were 
made Sinners ;” all that have proceeded from 
him hitherto, and ſhall proceed from him to the 
End of the World. Nor was the Tranſgreſſion 
venial, but ſuch as merited Condemnation : * B 

« the Offence of one, Judgment came upon all 
«© Men to Condemnation.” And this was unto 
Death: In Adam all die. All his Poſterity fin- 
med in him—all partook of - his Guilt; and are all 
therefore, by Nature, ſubje& to the Sentence of 
Condemnation. And this Condemnation is not 
merely temporal Death, but eternal Miſery: The 
% Wicked ſhall go into everlaſting Puniſhment.” 
Lou have here a true; tho? diſmal, Picture of 
what Man 1s by Nature :\ A corrupt, ſinful Crea- 
ture, in open Rebellion againſt his Maker. More- 
over, to this partaking of Adam's Guilt, he has 
added innumerable Inſtances of aQtual 'Tranſgreſ- 
fion ; ſince there is not oxeE Commandment of 
God which we have not broken. For the Law re- 
quires Obedience in Thought, Word, and Deed ; 
and if we fail in the leaſt Point, we are guilty of 
a Breach of the Whole. Such then is Man. Not 
an innocent, upright Creature, one that has never 


done any great Harm, as ſome fondly imagine; but 


a Rebel againſt his Maker both by Nature and 
Practice ; and; as ſuch; under a Sentence of Con- 


demnation, which will be aſſuredly executed on 


Him, if he dies without making his Peace with 
God. But how can he do it? He has contracted 
| a Debt 
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a Debteof ten thouſand Talents, and has not were | 's 
_ withal te diſcharge it. He has tbeew:puileyitiof ) | 
Crimes againſt an infinite, Being, and cannot poſ. 
fibly atone for them. The ſincereſt Repentante, 
the moſt bitter Remorſe, a future, and, if ipofſibleg | 
5 unſinning Obedience, are not ſufficient for this 
Purpoſe. What then ſhall he do ? Shall he prepare 
himſelf to undergo the Puniſhment due to his Dit 
obedience ? Alas! ©. Who can dwell witheverlaſting 
| „ Burnings ?“ Shall he lie down in Deſpair ?—Blef-. 
| ſed be God there is Mercy with him! There is For- 
 oiveneſs with him, therefore. ſhall he be feared; 
He hath made his only-begotten Son to be a Sa- 
crifice for Sin.. He hath freely offered him to Sin- 
ners. And, as a Proof of his unſpeakably Loving- 
kindneſs, hath commanded it to be preached through 
out the World, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
May the Grace of God enable us to cloſe heartily 
| "with this Mercy, before the Things which belong = 
| to our Peace are hid from our Eyes. Chriſt is the | 
| only Way to Happineſs, the only City of Refuge = 
from the Purſuit of the Deſtroyer. For whoſoever | 


hath not'the Son, hath not Lite, but the Wrath of 
God abideth on him. 
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4 Moſes lifted up the Serpent in ihe W, 2 
gerneſs; even ſo muft the Son of Man be 
""bfted up.—That whoſoever believeth in 
im ſhould not periſh, but have eternal 
S440 


E have, in the Words of the Text, a clear 
Diſcovery of the Method which God has ap- 
pointed for the Salyation of Mankind : How Man 
ſhould be reconciled to his offended Maker : How 
be ſhould be faved from eternal Deſtruction, which 
was the Puniſhment due to his Sins, both. by Na- 
ture and PraQtice. And, as this is a Matter of the 
utmoſt Conſequence, it is happy for us that we 
are not left to gueſs at it from one or two obſcure 
Paſſages, but have it plain y delivered to us in many 
Places of the Scriptures : All which amount to this, 

that there is no other Method of Salvation than by 
believing in the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, This is he 
Language of the New Teſtament : . Chriſt died 
4 for the Ungodly. Rom v. 6. Chriſt hath re- 
«« deemed us. from the Curſe of the Law, being 
* made a Curſe for us.“ Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt gave 
“ himſelf 
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« himſelf a Ranſom for all.“ 1 Tim. ii. 6. We 
<< were reconciled to God by the Death of his Son.“ 
Rom. v. 10. *©* Who his own ſelf bare our Sink 
« jn his own Body on the Tree.“ 1 Pet. in 24. 
And in the Words of the Text, not to mention many. 


other Paſſages to the ſame Purpoſe, As Moſes 
e lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo. 


cc muſt the Son of Man be liſted up; that who- 
« ſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh;: but 
«© have everlaſting Life.“ We are told (Numb. 


Chap. xxi.) that the Iſraelites having murmured 


againſt the Lord, the Lord ſent fiery Serpents among 
the People; and they bit the People, and much 
People of Iſrael died. Therefore the People came 


to Moſes, and ſaid, We have ſinned, for we have 


ſpoken againſt the Lord and againſt thee; pray 
unto the Lord, that he take away the Serpents from 
us: And Moſes prayed for the People. And the 


Lord faid unto Moſes, Make thee a fiery Serpent, 


and ſet it upon a Pole; and it ſhall come to paſs, 
that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon 
it, ſhall live. And Moſes made a Serpent of Brafs, 
and put it upon a Pole; and it came to paſs, that 
if a Serpent had bitten any Man, when he beheld 


the Serpent of Braſs, he lived. = 


The brazen Serpent was a Type of Chriſt. 'The 
Bites of the fiery Serpents repreſented the mortal 
Effects of Sin. As therefore the Iſraelite could not 
be cured of his Wounds, but by looking on the 
brazen Serpent, which God had ordered Moſes to 
ſet up for that Purpoſe ; ſo neither can the Sinner 
be ſaved from everlaſting Deſtruction, but by be- 
lieving in the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Propi- 
tiation which God has appointed for Sin. This ts 
undeniably the Meaning of our Saviour's Words : 
For, he ſays, he muſt be lifted up, or cruciked, 
for the ſame Reaſon that Moſes lifted up the Ser- 
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| | | pent in the Wilderneſs—that whoſoever believeth,. 


1 rauld-nat peri -—— There is naturally in 
0 the Heart of Man that Pride Which makes him un- 
| willing:tÞ ſubmit to this Scheme of Salvation? He 
cam ſtonp to accept of it as a free Giſt, but 
| #0 or ng er haſe it, by ſome Merit of his, 
| own, Ns formerly occaſioned thoſe CRusabgs, 
or Expaditions-for the Recoyery of the Haly Land. 

[ from Inſidels,. This was: the Cauſe. of thoſe Pil- 
grimages to the Tombs of Saints and, Martyrs—of 
confjettable: Legacies for-the Uſe of Churches for 
the Foundation of Collezes—Schools—publick or 
nn Men doping by theſe good 

Y orks, * falfely ſo called, to atone, for the Sins 
of their gaſt Lives ;, and, as it were, bribe the 
Almighty for Admittance into the Kingdom. of 
Heaven. And to the ſame. Cauſe, viz. to our na- 
tural Pride of Heart, are owing thoſe. ſeyeral Me- 
thods of Reconciliation with God, which Man has 
ſetup in Oppoſition to that which the Almighty has 

| appbinted. But has Man a Right to preſcribe. the. 
| Terms of Forgiveneſs ? By, go means. It 1s. leſs 


„ „ 
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abfſurd de that a condemned Criminal ſhould: 
dictate the Conditions on which he will condeſcend 

/ _ to.agctata Pardon. And that Man is in that Cone 
dition, both by Nature and Practice, has been ;) 

' abunilintlyproyed. But if the Advocates, for unn 
'' fcxiptural Methods of Salvation will fay,..they.do.. 
: not mean to preſcribe Terms to God, ,but.only..t9. . 


| - embrace; hat they think; to be his Will zit fol- 
los, bat they muſt be ready to give up their Opi- 
nions, whenever they can be proved to be falſe and 


dangerous. To be careleſs. whether we ſhall be 
it. ie not hers: deſigned to infinuate, that- All Publiet. | 
Charities have their Riſe in Oſtentation; but that few, in N 
Compariſon, are from a truly Chriſtian Spirit, of Love to 
Mankind, for Chzift's Sake. | 
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happy or miſerable to Eternity, is an Inftance of | | 
EK lic Stupidity. And, if 3 are wenn n e | 
abgut what is to become of u heresfter;-welcitimor 
but be deſirous of knowing the Will of God in theſe 
Matters, and careful to embrace nothing hut what 
can be proved from Reaſon and Scripture to be. his 
Will. ——Let us now examine ſome of thoſe Me- 
thods which Man has advanced in Oppoſition. to 
what God has appointed, One of thele 1s, to 
lead a moral Life; or, perhaps more agreeably to 
their Meaning, to render to all their Dues, and 
avoid what is groſsly ſcandalous, To be honeft in 
our Dealings 1s certainly a Duty, It is founded 
in Juſtice ; and promotes the Good of Society in 
fuch a Manner, that otherwiſe it could not well 
ſubſſt. But then this is only one Duty to our 
Neighbour. It is far from comprehending the 


Whole : For many who are punctual in their Pay- 


ments, are notoriouſly defective in other ſocial Du- 
ties. To abſtain from what is groſsly ſcandalous is 
certainly right: But to ſay that we then perform 


the whole of our Duty is ridiculous. For a Man 
may be free from all ſcandalous Sins, and yet have 


nothing of that Holineſs without which no Man 
ſhall fee the Lord. This, at beſt, is but a negative 


Obedience: It is only to abſtain from ſome Things 


that are forbidden, not to do what is commanded. 


All Holineſs is here omitted. This Scheme does 
not comprehend od poſitive Duty to Gad, our 
Neighbour, or Ourſelves. . It is abſurd,” therefore, 
to imagine it is the Method of Salvation which God 
has appointed. But, ſuppoſing nothing more was 
required of us for the future, how are we to atone 
for what is paſt? 'The Debt we have contracted by 
our Sins both of Nature and Practice, is ſtill againtt 
us. No Satisfaction is hereby, or can be made to 
che offended: Majeſty of God. The dreadful Sen- 


J ten cz 
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ny ! tente is ſtill in Force. The Wages of Sin is 
„% Death; Death both temporal and eternal. 
Another Plea T ſhall examine is. that of Re- 
| 5 m 90a It is a common but fatal Notion; that 
if we repent before we die, all will be ſafe. Not 
to inſiſt now that Repentance is the Gift of God, 
| and that, by living contrary to his Will, we pro- 
1 voke him to with-hold from us a true Repentance; 
I would obſerve, that Repentance alone will not 
do. Sin is an Offence againſt an infinite Being, 
and nothing but what is infinite can atone for an in- 
finite Offence. But Repentance is not an infinite 
Satisfaction; and therefore it cannot atone for an 
s infinite Offence. Befides,. if Repentance was ſuf- | 
ficient, - we muſt ſuppoſe, contrary to what the 
Scriptures intimate, that even Judas was not fi- 
nally caſt off; ſince there is no Doubt but his Re- 
pentance was ſincere. He readily made a Confeſ- 
ion of his Sin: He frankly declared to the chief | 
Prieſts, I have ſinned, I have betrayed the inno- | 
| cent Blood: He was ſorry for what he had done; 3 
the Remembrance of it was attended with dreadful | 
Agonies and bitter Remorſe. Moreover he made | 
Reſtitution of what he had received ; he returned 
the thirty Pieces of Silver, the dear-bought Price 
of his Treaſon. But notwithſtanding all theſe, | 
which are greater Marks of a true Repentance, than | 
|| . ene Pemitent in a Thouſand can manifeſt, he pe- | 
riſhed. So little Reaſon is there to believe = 
|| Repentance alone is ſufficient for Salyation.—— 
When Peter preached: to the Jews, on the Day of 
Pentecoſt, we find that three Thouſand of them were 
|| awakened to a Senſe of their Danger: They 
were pricked in the Heart, and ſaid, Men and 
' *-' Brethren, what ſhall we do?“ Their Concern, 
i © For may. ſee, was great: 0 They Were convinced 
. they were Sinners, and were deſirous to flee _ 
| t 
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< riſh.” 


muſt periſh. 
ſtrange Notions. of the Mercy of God: That there 
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the Wrath to come. But what Advice does the 
ApoRle”pive them? Does he declare that if they 
-repent all will be ſafe ? No. He fays, © Repent, 


9 1 


and be baptized, every one of you, in the Name 


44 of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins.“ Acts ai. 
Repentance alone would have availed nothing. It 
was abſolutely neceſſary to believe that their Sins 
would be pardoned by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom. God had ſet forth for a Propitiation for Sin. 
Agreeably to this our Saviour declares, As 
© Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, 
* even ſo MuUsT the Son of Man be lifted up; 
„ that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not pe- 
Suppoſe now that the Iſraelite, who 
had 'been- bit by one of the Serpents, had endea- 


voured to have cured himſelf, by ſome other Means 


than what God had appointed; what, think you, 
would have been the Conſequence? Alas! all his 


Arts, all his Endeavours, would have been in vain. 
As his Wound was mortal, if he neglected the 


Remedy which the Almighty Phyſician had preſeri- 
bed, he muſt have periſned. In like Manner, 
whoſoever expects a Pardon of his Sins, on any 
other Account than for the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, 
will find himſelf fatally miſtaken. This is the Re- 
medy which God has provided. Our Saviour was 
lifted up, or crucified, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh ; and therefore, whoſoever 
will not believe in his Death for the Pardon of Sin, 
We are apt to run away- with 


is Forgiveneſs with him—that he will not be ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiſs; and indeed to 
carry our Thoughts of his Loving-kindneſs to ſuch 


a Length, as to forget he is a God of Juſtice, The 


Scriptures would prevent theſe Miſtakes, by inform- 
ing us, that he is a God of Truth that has Ways 
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are egual—and that he will not alter the- Thing 
that Has gone out of his Lips. In order therefore 
a the juſtice of God, it was neceſſary that 
Satisfaction ſhould be made to his offended: Ma- 
jeſty;. for the Sins committed againſt him by Man- 
kind. Our bleſſed Lord therefore ſays, „It beho- 
ved Chriſt to ſuffer.” Luke xxiv. 46. And, in 
the Text, As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the 
«© Wilderneſs, even. ſo the Son of Man musT be 
r lifted up.” There was a Neceſſity for it: And 
what that Neceſſity was St. Paul declares, Rom. it. 
That God might be jusT, and the JUsTIFIER 
* of him that BELIEVETH in JEsvus.” He had 
declared his full Determination to puniſh Sin with 
Sin. And yet. he ſo loved the World, that he 
gave his only-bcgotten Son, that whoſoever bh eliev- 
eth in him ſhould not periſh. But why did he 
give him? — That he might be jusT and yet Sin 
might be puxIs HED: — That his Juſtice might be 
preſerved inviolate, and yet Man might not periſh. 
Let us then correct our miſtaken Notions of 
God's Mercy, by conſidering, that, tho' he is in- 
finitely merciful, yet. he is likewiſe infinitely juſt. 
If a Prince ſhould give his Royal Word to puniſh 
every Rebel with Death, and yet, every now and 


then, break his Promiſe, ſooner than a Rebel ſhould 


fuffer ; could we imagine his Word was to be ta- 
ken? And what is it but to ſuppoſe the moſt high 
God a Liar, to imagine that, if we refuſe to be- 
lieve in the Death of his Son, whom he has appoint- 
ed à Propitiation for Sin, he wil! make his moſt 
holy Word truckle to our perverſe Wills, ſooner 
than we ſhould periſh ? | „ | 
From what has been ſaid it is undeniably plain, 
that nothing ws can do will avail us to Salvation 
that an honeſt ſober Lite—that any Works of 
our” own—and indeed that Repentance alone will 
5 | | 5 


us hereafter. '' But that, if ever we are preſery 
from periſhing eternally, it muſt be by Pellerin 
in tue Propitiation for Sin, wich God has merci- 
fully provided; viz. in the Death of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The Offer is univerſal, is peremptory: WRO- 
SOEVER b<lieveth ſhall not periſ.— WRHOSOEVER 
doth not believe, but truſts to ſome other Method, 
ſhall periſh. Nor is this Declaration made to a 
few Perſons only, but to all Mankind. All, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, are intereſted in it ; for 
ALL have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory of 
God. >: is HT jv | 
From hence we may learn what erroneous Notions 
of Salvation they have, who declare we are not ſa- 


ved by Faith in Tefus Chriſt. It is the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, that we are juſtified by 


Faith only, (ſee Art. ir.) and the Teſtimony of 


Sori pture 'abundanthy confirms it. Does our Sa- 


viour ſay, that he was lifted up, that we might 
be ſaved by our good Works? No; but that who- 


ſoever BELIEVETH in him ſhould not periſh. And 
therefore St. Paul declares, *© If Righteouſneſs 


„ cometh by the Law,“ (if we can be ſaved by any 


Works of our own) then is Chriſt dead in vain.” 


Gal. ii. 21. But if any one imagines he can be 
ſaved by his Works, let him conſider that a perfect 
God accepts of nothing but what is perfect. He 
expects an unſinning Obedience in Thought, Word, 


and Deed. If he fails in one Point, he breaks the 
whole Law, and is ſubje& to its dreadful Denun- 


clation : © Curted is every one that continueth not 
in all Things that are written in the Book of the 
Law, to do them.” If he can perform all this, 
he has indeed no Occaſion to truſt for Salvation to 


the Death of Jeſus Chriſt; but may, at the Day of 


Judgment, boldly ſay to his Judge, Lord, I am 
not 
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not ſatisſy for our Sins, or be the Means of faving | 
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have not ſo learned Chriſt. Our Church teaches us 
a Leſſon much better ſaited to the Condition of a 
fallen Sinner. In the Beginning of the Litany ſhe 
directs us to pray, O God, the Father of Hea- 
ven, have Mercy upon us, miſerable Sinners.“ 
Nor does ſhe think it ſufficient to mention it once 
only, but orders us to repeat it to each Perfon in 
the Holy Trinity, and then to all of them conjointly. 
When we approach the Table of the Lord, we are 
taught to declare, We do not preſume to come 
„to this thy holy Table, truſting in our own 
<c Righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and great 
«© Mercies *.” And his manifold and great Mer- 
cies are plainly declared to be the Redemption of 
„ the World by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
«was a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Ob- 
“ lation, and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole 
% World .'“ But what an Abſurdity is it to ſay, 
the Death of Chriſt was a full, perfect, and ſufficient 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, and yet that 
our Works are neceſſary to Salvation. 

To know how we are pardoned and accepted with 
God, is undoubtedly of the laſt Importance: An 
Happy or miſerable Eternity, in a great Meaſure, 
depends upon it. If we follow the Way which 
God has appointed, we ſhall be happy; but if, 
meglecting this, we truſt to any other, we muſt pe- 


A#{h; Let us therefore learn for ourſelves. The 


| | Scriptures 
Communion-Service. + Ibid, 
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4 Scriptures are open to us, and the Method of Sal. 
vation, is ſo. plainly held forth; that we cannot ca- 


* M miſtake it. The declare, ec Chriſt ave hi 2 
; | Sy a Ranſom 25 all. 1 Tim. ii. 6. wi Who ut 
4 o his own Self bare our Sins, in his own Body, 
* on the Tree.“ 1 Pet. ii. 24. As Moſes lifted | 
4 up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt 
of © the Son of Man be lifted. up; that whoſoever 

5 « believeth in him ſhould not periſh. 

3 Whoſoever therefore would perſuade you, that 


„ | oviy in  Jofus Chriſt ; let his tation in Life be 
| whatit will, let his Abilities be ever ſo great, let 
his Profeſſion be ever ſo ſacred, he is TOTALLY 


p _ Ignorant of the Doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
4 land, knows little of the Scriptures,. and leſs of 
> his own Heart. In Points of Religion let no ſuch 
8 Man be truſted. Vou cannot indeed embrace his 
Ml Opinions but at the Peril of your eternal Salvation; 
I and that, ſurely, is too much to hazard in Compli- 
F {f{ ance to the Name of any Perſon whatſoever, . 

h Search then the Scriptures, that you may know 
* the Will of God. And may he, by his Holy Spi- 
74 rit,, who dictated them, enable you to diſcover it. 
p And, n FRume2 it, may he enable you to cleave 
ix to it, againſt all Oppoſition, with full Purpoſe of 
it Heart! For this only can, and this aſſuredly will. 
give Peace and Comfort in the Life which now IS, 
h and eternal Happineſs in that which is ta come. 
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As Miſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wil- 
- Gerneſs ; even jo muſt the Son of Man be 
i . lifted up. —That whoſoever believeth in 


. 197 ſhould not periſh, but have eternal 


*HAT we can be ſaved only by Faith in our 
. 1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the peremptory De- 
Vf termination of the Text, and has been abundantly 

| confirmed by right Reaſon, and many other Paffa- 
ges of Scripture. Whoever has the leaft Acquaint- 
i ance with his own Heart, and conſiders that an all- 

perfect God can accept of nothing but what is per- 
fett, muſt deſpair of being ſaved by any Works of 
his own, either wholly or in Part. And if he con- 
ſiders what Oppoſition has in all Ages been made 
do the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith only, he 
uſt muſt, at leaſt, ſuſpect it to be the Method of Sal- 

M4 vation which God has appointed. For whence 
1 N this Oppoſition ? Is it becaufe the Doc- 
4 "tine is abſurd ? All the Wit and Malice of Infi- 
! | delity and Hell cannot prove it ſo. On the con- 
1 wary, it is demonſtrable that Sinners can no other 
| | Way. 
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5 Bana, by Faith only. © 
pciled.to their offended Maker. "Whene® 


\pefition ?—Bccauſe it ſtrikes at the 


33 


1 


12 90 n Pride —ſtrips Man of hisboaſteg == © 


Dignity — 


ews him be is by Nature and Practice 


a a Reelmha not the leaſt Pretenfions to Merit — 


d. can never be ſaved but by ſubmitting to the 
Moe of. God, and accepting eternal Life as a 


x $a AY * 4 


fre ift. : 

Tie off popular Objection to this Doctrine iss 
that it encourages Licentiouſneſs. For, fay theſe” 
Perſons, according to what you advance, if We 


have but Faith, it does not fignify. how we live. 


But to argue thus, ſhews a total Ignprance of the 
Scriptures; - For a faving Faith as naturally produ- 8 


ces good Works, as a good Tree brings forth 


Fruſt. If Faith be not accompanied with wy” 


it avails nothing, It is then no more than an 
nion ſeated in the Head, and not, what the Sorifhe 


tures require, an inward Perſuaſion wrought in the 


Heart by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. St, James 
has fully determined this Matter ; . As the Body 
e without the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without 
« Works is dead alſo,” James ii. 26.——This Ob- 
jection, which every one who truſts in his own 
Righteouſneſs, which every Libertine has in his 
Mouth, has been anſwered algeady a thouſand 


Times. It is as old as St. Paul. The Apoſtle | 
(Rom. vi.) introduces a Perſon prating to this Pur- 
ofe : If we are ſaved by Faith, we may continue 


I. Sin, that Grace may abound. Inſtead of being 
dangerous, it will only heighten the Grace of God; 


| Jince, the greater our Sins are, the greater will be 


_ Mercies of God in pardoning them. But does 

as APP be ve with this? By no Means. On 
che! tfary; he ſtrenuouſly condemns it, and in- 
troduces bs Anſwer with an Abhorrence and De- 


teſazion of it. God forbid ; How ſhall "Gs 
; ; F 66 than 
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| | % that are dead to Sin, live any longer therein? 
% Know ye not, that ſo many of us as were bap- 

% tized unto Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his 
« Death?“ The Death of Jeſus Chriſt was to abo- 
liſh Sin; and this Deſign we promiſed, by his 
Grace, to carry on, when we dedicated ourſelves | 
to him in Baptiſm. How then can we, who are, 
by Profeſſion dead to Sin, live any longer therein?“ 
So far from allowing ourſelves in the Practice of an 
Thing ſinful, we are buried with him, by Bap- 
ce tiſm into Death; to the Death and Deſtruction 
of all Sin; “ that, like as Chriſt was raiſed from 
„ the Dead by the Glory of the Father, even ſo 
% we alſo ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life.” The 
Apoſtle further ſuppoſes, that every Believer is 
dead unto Sin; is delivered from the tyrannical 
Power of it; and therefore he aſſures them, Sin 
< ſhall not have Dominion over you.“ You may 
indeed be ſurpriſed into the Commiſſion of it by a 
eareleſs Walk, and led Captive by it; but if you 
keep faithful in the Means of Grace, it will never 
Have an intire Power over you. When ye were 
< the Servants of Sin, ye were free from Righ- 
e“ teouſneſs.” Ye were intirely under its Domi. 
nion, without a Poſſibility of doing any Thing that 
is good; but now being made free from Sin, 
% and become the Servants of God,” by Faith in 
Jeſus Chrift, © ye have your Fruits unto Holineſs, 
«© and the End” of this Conduct 1s * everlaſting 
N Perfectly agreeable to this Reaſons 
5 of St. Paul, is the Doctrine of our Church. 

e baptized Perſon declares he is, by Faith, 
brought into a State of Salvation thro? Jeſus' Chriſt; 
which is in other Words declaring he is ſaved b. | 
Faith only. Does he imagine now, that, beean 
he has Faith, he may live as he pleaſes ? So far from 
] '$; he promiſes and vows * to renounce the wm | 
ö | 20 
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and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of 
the World, and all the finful Luſts of the Fleſh ; 


** 


and to keep God's holy Will and Commandments, 


and walk in the ſame all the Days of his Life.“ 
So: little Reaſon is there to imagine that the Doc- 
trine of Juſtification by Faith onLY encourages 
Wickedneſs.—Beſides, a ſaving Faith is always 
preceded by Repentance : 1, e. a Sorrow for Sin, and 
a Senſe of the Evil of it, always goes before a ſa- 
ving Faith, Where there 1s no Sorrow for Sin, 
and Senſe of the Evil of it, there can be no Faith. 
Till we are brought to a ſerious Senſe of its expo- 
ſing us to the Wrath of God, and that we cannot 
be ſaved without truſting wholly to the Merits and 
Death of Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall never in earneſt ap- 
ply to him as a Saviour. We cannot ſuppoſe the 
Iſraelite Look ED to the brazen Serpent, till he was 
bit by the fiery Serpents. There was indeed no 
Occaſion for it. And, when he had been bit, he 
would hardly have uſed that Remedy, till he had 
known he could have been cured no other Way. 
In like Manner, till we are ſenſible of the Evil of 
Sin, we ſhall not ſee the Want of a Saviour. 
„ They that are whole have no Need of a Phyſi- 
„ cian,” They that are righteous in their own 
Eyes, or cannot ſee any great Harm they have ever 
done, will readily think their own Righteouſneſs 
ſufficient for Salvation. And indeed, when they 
are fully convinced of the Evil of Sin, they will 
not Logx to Jeſus Chriſt for Relief, while they 
imagine that any Repentance, any good Works of 
their own, will atone for what is paſt, and fave 


| them hereafter. Faith therefore implies a Senſe of 


the Evil of Sin; that it inevitably tends to the 
Deſtruction of the Soul, expoſing it to the Wrath 
of God and eternal Miſery ; and that there 1s no 
Recovery {rum this dreadful State, but by truſting 

| #4 WHOLLY 
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' WHOLLY to the Propitiation which God has ap- 
pointed, even the Death of his on ly-be otten Son; 
and evidencing the Sincerity of this Truſt by a 
Lie of Obedience to his Commands. Can you 
imagine now that a Perſon who has this Senſe of 
Things on his Mind, will be defirous of living at 
large? What? when he knows it will be attended 
with eternal Deſtruction ? The Iſraelite, who had 
been cured of his Wounds, no Doubt, remembered 
the Smart and Anguiſh of them. And can you 
ſuppoſe he would have ventured again among the 
Serpents, would have taken Pleaſure with them, | 
would have lived among them, when he was ſo |! 
well aſſured of the Conſequence ? Do not ima- 
gine ſuch an Abſurdity. In like Manner, the true 
Believer has felt the Guilt of Sin. He knows what 
| it is to have a wounded Conſcience. The Remem- 
| brance of this cauſes, more or leſ, a Deteſtation 
| of Sin, which occaſioned it, and a Watchfulneſs 
Teſt he ſhould be again overcome by it.— St. Paul, 
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I | ſpeaking of a ſaving Faith, ſtiles it, a * Faith 
1 * which worketh by Love.” So that the Faith 
bo! | which faves, includes Obedience. It is not a mere 
HB Aﬀent to the Truths of the Goſpel, but a living 
I Principle, which produces Works; and that by 


Love, or from a Motive of Gratitude. The Be- 
hever truſts his Sins are pardoned by the Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; that he 1s accepted with God, and 
ſhall be an Inheiitor of eternal Happineſs, through 
his Saviour's Merits. And this 'I'ruſt produces 
Gratitude in the Heart, from a Conſideration of 
what has been done for him. What Encourage- 
ment now can this give to Wickedneſs? Our Sa- 
v19ur has ſaid, He that loveth me will keep my | 
„ Commandments.” Can a Man then expreſs his 
4.ove by Diſobedience? It is therefore a Contra- 

giction, to ſuppoſe that Perſon gratefuf to his Re | 
| 5 = Qeemcr, . {| 


4.2 0 * LI * v 8 
4 err —— 


. 
** 
1 
5 
1 

by 


OT , CT r 
pt 0 2 * 1 * N 3 2 oh OS Sag 


*. - - 4 CY * 
F 

N Grabs 9 N 
— * * n © wy . 


f 


= FO 


4 — 1 be 
$42 rere n 


e ee by ith only, 
deemer, Who can allow himſelf in a Life of Sinful- 
- neſs, The Conduct of a Believer is widely diffe- 
rent. The Senſe of the Mercies beſtowed: on him 
—of the Miſery from which he is reſcued—and of 


——_———_— eG — —— ——• 6 — — 


the Hopes of Glory placed before him, ſubdue his 
Heart with the Love of God in Chriſt. He abhors 


the Ingratitude of offending his Maker, and deſires 


to dive to him and to his Glory. He endeavours to 
promote it to the utmoſt of his Power, and labours 
that every Thought and Wiſh may be brought into 
Subjection to His Will. | 6432 | 

You ſee then how abſurd it is to ſay, that the 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith onLyY,: tends 
to encourage Licentiouſneſs. On the contrary, 
the Faith which juſtifies naturally produces good 
Works: It is the Root and Foundation of all Ho- 
lineſs in Heart and Life. Inſomuch that all thoſe 
Actions, which the World calls good, are of no 
avail in the Sight of God, unleſs they proceed from 
this Principle of Faith; for “ without Faith it is 


* 1mpoſiible to pleaſe God.” You have likewiſe 
an evident Proof of theſe diſmal. Truths, that the 


Oppoſers of this Doctrine know nothing what 1t is; 
and that they have no Intereſt in the only. Way of 
Salvation which God has appointed ; in that Soh of 
Man who was lifted up, that whoſoever BELIEVETHR 
in him might not periſh. May God awaken them to 
a Senſe of their Danger, and enable them to ſue for 
Pardon while the Sceptre of Mercy 1s held out ! 
There are Numbers who clearly ſee the Truth of 
this Doctrine, and are ready upon all Occaſions to 
defend it; yet it is to be feared that many, very 


many, of thoſe do not believe as the Scriptures re- 


quire. Many are called Believers, and think them- 
{elves ſo, wiio yet have no ſcriptural Claim te that 
Title. The important Diltin&ion therefore is ſtill 
tw be proved, viz. how we are to know whether 
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our Faith is ſuch as the Goſpel requires; i. e. whe- 


ther we believe to the Saving of the Soul. —In this 
| PAs the Scriptures are our only ſafe Guide ; and 
they declare that a ſaving Faith has, among others, 


theſe two remarkable Properties ; that it purifies the 
Heart, and overcomes the World. -1. A ſaving 


* (Faith purifies the Heart. A true Believer knows 


that his Sins are pardoned by the Death of Chriſt, 


and that he is brought into a State of Salvation, 
At the ſame Time he is deeply ſenfible of a Law 


within him, that endeavours to bring him into his 


former State of Bondage, even into Captivity tothe 


Law of Sin; and from which he has no Aſſurance of 
being preſerved, but by a circumſpect Walk with. 
God, and truſting to the Promiſes of the Covenant 
of Grace. When he looks into his Heart, he finds 


nothing but Weakneſs and Corruption; no Ability 


to help himſelf, tho? he is ſurrounded and aſſaulted 
by dangerous and powerful Enemies, and has a 
Traitor within, ready and defirous to deliver him 
into their Hands, When he conſiders the Promiſes 
of the Covenant, he ſees that the Grace of God 
4c is ſufficient for him ;” and that whatever he aſks 
in Chriſt's Name, believing, he ſhall receive. This 
emboldens him to apply to the Throne of Grace, 
for Grace to help in every Time of Need. And, 
to his unſpeakable Comfort, he experiences the 
Fidelity of God in his Promiſes ; for according to 
his Feith, ſo is it done unto him. He receives 
Strength from above, by Means of which he grows 
in Grace, and the Corruptions of his Heart decreaſe. 
Hence it is that a ſaving Faith purifies. the Heart. 
——-2. A ſaving Faith overcomes the World. The 
true Believer heartily, and gratefully truſts to the 
Mercies of God in Jeſus Chriſt ; and, to ſhew his 
Senſe of them, dedicates himſelf to God, to ferve 
him with a conſtant and reſolute Subjection, Wien 
Ri ä All. 
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Of Fuftification by Faith on. 39 
all Oppoſition whatſoever. He knows in Whöm he 
has believed; that, if he perſeveres unto the End, 
he ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth not | 
away. His Senſe of theſe Things is not a mere 

Notion, floating in his Head; but a firm Perſüs⸗ 
fion, rooted in Nis Heart ; and there fore inffuences 


his whole Conduct in Life. It is indeed the Hinge 


on which all his Actions turn. Oppoſition from 
the World he knows he muſt expect; for who. 
« foever will lead a ,Zodly Life ſhall ſuffer Perſe- 
« cution.” He manifeſts by his Conduct that he 
is not of the World, and therefore the World hates 
him. This is the true Cauſe of thoſe groſs Miſre- 
preſentations of his Actions, thoſe virulent Endea- 
yours to leſſen him in the Opinion of others. The 
Proſpect of temporal Loſſes cannot ſhake his Reſo- 
Ffation ; for, ſhould he ſuffer ever ſo much in his 
temporal Circumſtances, he knows he has an al- 
mighty Friend, who has promiſed never to leave 
him nor forfake him. The Frowns, the Threat 
or even the Malice of Relations, cannot alter his 
ſettled Purpoſe ; ſince his Redeemer has declared, 
If a Man loveth Father or Mother more than me, 
« he is not worthy of me.” Nor can even the 
Smiles and Favours of the World allure him: He 
ſees the dreadful Hook concealed under theſe delu- 
five Baits, and therefore ſhuns them, as Snares 
intended to ſeparate *between him and his' God. 
Thus by Faith he overcomes the World. The 
Hopes of Gain, or ExpeQation of Loſs; the Al- 
lurements of the World, or its moſt virulent Oppo- 
ſition; the Smiles or Malice of Friends and Rela- 
tions, move him not: He counts them all as Loſs 
and Dung, ſo that he may win Chriſt ; and be found 
in him, „not having his own Righteouſneſs,” 
which will avail nothing, “ but the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt,“ which will entitle him, thro' Grace, 
o 


wo ufifiat on by Faith 8 a 


to MI Glory. He looks for Happineſs, not to 1 
the Things which are ſeen, but to the Things [ 
which are not ſeen ; for the Things which are ſeen | 
are temporal, but the Things which are not ſeen 4 
are eternal. Happy are they who have this 3 
Faith; for to them are the Promiſes ſure. Happy 1 
are they who ſincerely deſire to have it, who hun- | 
ger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs ; for they ſhall be 5 
filled. - Such only are in a State of Salvation: For A 
they who are indifferent about theſe Things, who i 
look upon them merely as Matters of Opinion, or 
who, ſeeing their Neceſſity, do not purſue them as vi 
the one Thing needful, do not ſeek firſt the King- [7 
dom of God and his Righteouſneſs ; they have no i 
Part nor Lot in this Matter, They may be inſen= 
fibly eaſy under the Want of them, but their Caſe 1 
is dreadfully dangerous: For he that hath the Son 2 
hath Life; and he that hath not the Son hath not 
Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on him. F 
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As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the I il- 


derneſs; even fo muſt the Son of Man be 
lifted up.—That whoſcever believeth in 


him ſhould nat periſh, but have eternal 
Life. 


T has been proved that there i 15 NO > Way of being 
ſaved but by believing in Jeſus Chriſt—char 
this Doctrine of Juſtificarion by Faith only is taught 
in the Scriptures, by the- eſtabliſhed Church, and 
is abundantly confirmed- by right Reaſon—that a 
faving Faith is not a mere Aﬀent to the Truths of 
the Goſpel, but a Perſuaſion wrought in the Heart 
by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt ; and is fo far 
from encouraging Licentiouſneſs, that it 15 the 
Foundation of all Holineſs in Heart and Life.—-1 
come now to conſider the Nature of that Salvation 
which God mercifully offers to Sinners. The Son 
of Man was lifted up, that whoſoever believeth 
might not periſh ; and farther, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth might have eternal Lite. So that Salvation 
con ſiſts of two Parts: A Deliverance from Puniſh- 
ment, and a Title to eternal Life. And theſe arc 
8 parchaſce 
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purchaſed for all Believers by the Death and Obe- 
dience of Jeſus Chriſt. 

. It was proved largely, that by Adam's Tranſ. 
greſſion all Mankind were brought under a Sentence ; 
of Condemnation. To this Sin of Adam we have g 
added many actual Tranſgreſſions, many groſs Vio- : 

| lations of God's holy Law, to which he demanded 

an Obedience in Thought, Word, and Deed ; and 

| threatened a Curſe againſt every one that tranſ- 
greſſed it in the leaſt Inſtance. ©* Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all Things that are 1 
«© Written in the Book of the Law, to do them.” [ 
And as the Sin of Adam, and each of our Offences, 
is a Sin againſt an infinite Being, it is impoſſible 
we ſhould be able to make Satisfaction to God for 
the Breach of his Law ; and therefore all Mankind 
mult have periſhed in their Sins, being ſubject to the 
Curſe of God, without a Poſſibility of eſcaping, 
if God had not in infinite Mercy provided a Saviour, 
who ſhould pay the Penalty due to their Diſobedi- 
ence. On this Account Chriſt was made a Sacri- 
nice for Sin—God hath made him to be Sin for us, 
who knew no Sin—Chriſt died for Sinners—he 
nimſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the Tree 

E the Son of Man was lifted up, that believing 
Sinners might not periſh. And thus Satisfaction 
was made to the offended Majeſty of God, for the 
Tranſgreflion of his holy e by Sin. But by 
the Death of Chriſt there was no Title made to 

| eternal Lite, there was only a Penalty paid for Diſ- 
obedience. And, as the Ways of God are in ſtrict- 

eſt Juice and Truth, it was neceſſary. that a Pur- 
cnate ſhould be made of eternal: Life, before peni- 
tent Sinners could have any Claim to it. Now the 
| Aimighty, {peaking of the Law, had declared, 
1 Whoſoey er doeth theſe Things ſhall live by | 
them.“ Whoſoever performs all 2 er | 
al 
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ſhall have a Title to eternal Life. He had:mare- 
over declared, I will magnify the Law and make 
cc it honourable.” And it was indeed made won- 
derfully ſo, being performed to the utmoſt Rigour 
of its Demands by Jeſus Chriſt. And this Obedi- 
ence of our Saviour was in the Room of believing 
'Sinners, in order that they might have a Right to 
eternal Life. On this Account he tells John, who, 
knowing him to be the Son of God, was unwilling 
to baptize him, Suffer it to be ſo now; for thus 


it becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs,” Hence 


he ſubmitted to Circumciſion, and to a punQual 
Obſervance of the whole Law, that one Jot or 
e one Tittle might in no-wiſe paſs from the Law, 
* till all was fulfilled.” That this his Obedience 
was to be placed to the Account of others, equally 
the ſame as if they themſelves had performed it, 1s 
plainly told us by St. Paul: «By the Obedience 
* of One ſhall many be made righteous.” * He 
«© hath made him to be Sin for us, that we might 
** be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him.” 
Thus, by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, believing Sin- 
ners arc ſaved from periſhing ; the Penalty of their 
Diſobedience being thereby paid : And by his Obe- 
dience they have a Right to eternal Life, it being 
thereby purchaſed for them. Thus the Son of 
Man was lifted up (became obedient to Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs) ©* that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
«+ Lake. This is that glorious Scheme of the 
Redemption of the World, which was deſigned by 
God the Father, executed by God the Son, and 1s 
confirmed and ratified to the Heart of every true 
Believer by God the Holy Ghoſt. Thus the Attri- 
butes of God are preſerved. Thus God is juſt, and 
yet the Sinner is ſaved. - God is merciful, and the 
Sinner does not go vnpuriſhed, Thus“ Mercy 
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d Truth bave met together, Righteouſneſs and 


[F a Peace 1850 kiſſed each other.“ This is the: Me- 


bt Sale, ation which God has appointed—which Þ} 
We: ommanded to be preached in all the World. 
with this ſovereign Determination : ““ Whoſoever q 
* belicyeth ſhall be ſaved—whoſoever believeth not 
4 ſhall be damned.“ Theſe are the „Things which. 2} 


the Angels deſire to look into.” This is the 


gloricus Goſpel of Chriſt, of which St. Paul was + 
not aſhamed; for though Man rejected and Devils 
oppoſed it, he knew, by a happy Experience, it 


Was the Power of God. unto Salvation to every one 9 


„ 


that believeth it; fince © there is no Condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 
< not, aſter the Fleſh, but after the Spirit:“ But | 
dreadful, unſpeakably dreadful! muſt be our Con- | 


dition, if we reject it; for how can we eſcape from 
Pe: iſhing eternally, if we neglect ſo great Sal- ft 
vation! ? 1 


I would now hope there is not one Perſon who has, 
without Prejudice, attended to what I have offered Y 
on this Subject, but is convinced that the Method 
whiyh God has appeinted for Salvation, is by Faith _ 
only in Jeſus Chriſt : That the Son of Man was 2 
lifted up, that whoſoever believeth in him might 
not periſh, but have eternal Life,” 1 might 
ſakely reſt the Matter here: However, before J 
diſmiſs this Subject, I ſhall offer ſome other Con- 
ſidefations, which, I apprehend, will further, evi- 
Gente. it to be the Appointment of God. 

The End and Deſign of Religion is to make Men 
bappy; happy even in this Life, as well as in that 
which is to come. It is to deliver them from the 
Power and Dominion of Sin here, (which is the 
real Cauſe of all the Unhappineſs in the World) 
as well as to ſecure them from the eternal! Puniſh- 
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Bever, even in this Life, is evident. He Hels hot 1 


Happineſs in the Things of this World, fon he 
knows they would deceive him. On the contrary, 
he renounces them; deſiring no more than. to ſup- 

ly his neceſſary Conveniences. And yet with leſs 
8 can be ſatisfied, if it be the Will of his heavenly 
Father: For he has learned, in whatſoever State 


he is, therewith to be content. Notwithſtanding 


theſe ſeeming Inconveniences, he has a ſettled Peace 
of Mind, a ſolid Satisfaction, a lively Hope, which 
he would not exchange for all this World can give; 
even the Proſpect of eternal Happineſs, which God 


has promiſed him. In vain may the World ſcoff 


and ridicule ; in vain may Poverty, Affliction, or 
even Perſecutions, aſſault him : For this. Hope. 
ſupports, comforts, and enables him, even in rg 


bulation, to rejoice. He looks forward with 


He knows the Death of Chriſt 1s a full Satisfac jon 
for Sin. He knows the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
perfect, able to anſwer the moſt rigorous Demands 
of the divine Law. And therefore he has no abiding 
Fear of appearing before the awful Judge, (tho? 
he judgeth with Severity of Truth and Equity) 
ſince he has a perfect Sacrifice and Obedience to 


plead and truſt to. In this Confidence, Death him- 


felf is diſarmed of his Terrors. He can exultingly 
cry out, O Death, where is thy Sting?“ Who, 
lays the Apoſtle, ſhall ſeparate us from the Love 


of Chrift ; from the Hopes cf enjoying theſe in- 


comparable Bleflings, purchaſed for us by his Me- 
Tits ? Shall Tribulation, or Diftreſs, or Perſecu- 


3 


tion, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or the 


Sword? No. Theſe, tho' the moſt formidable 


Evils, ſhall not be able to do it. Nay, in theſe 
Things we are more than Conquerors, thro' him 


that loved us. n may be painful to endure, 


but yet we ſhould be Gainers even by them; fince 


they 


[ 
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they would affuredly convey us to our eternal Reſt 
and Happineſs. —Has he who truſts for Salva- 
tion to his own Works, either wholly or in part, 
theſe Comforts ? He knows he is a Stranger to them, 
What Support has he to buoy him up under Miſ- 
fortunes, Afflictions, or Troubles? Can he look 
forward in Hopes of an happy Eternity, and from 
thence derive Comfort to himſelf? He cannot. 
What he calls Hope of Pardon and Favour with 


God, is not Hope, but Preſumption ; becauſe it is 


not founded on Faith in the Promiſes of God, from 
whence alone all true Hope, relative to our eternal 


Concerns, muſt ſpring. Does he look up to a re- 
conciled Father, through Jeſus Chriſt, who has 


provided that all Things ſhall work together for 
good to thoſe who are duly exercifed thereby“ 
who has promiſed that he will never leave nor for- 


fake thoſe who truſt in him? No. He plainly ſhews 


that the World muſt be his Comforter ; and from 


the wretched Shifts to which he is frequently redu- 


ced; from this giddy Tranſition from one Trifle tio 


another, abundantly evidences that he aims not ſo 


much to remove, as to divert his Mind from at- 


tending to, the Cauſe of his Troubles. Bur can- 


NOT he look forward with Joy and Satisfaction? 


So far from it, he is even afraid to look into him- 
felf. He dares not examine on what his Hopes 
of Happineſs are founded. He reſolves all into 
the Mercies of God. He hopes he has done ne- 
thing very bad; he hopes therefore that God will 
forgive him his Sins, and take him to himſelf. But 
what Reafon is there for this Hope ? If he was to 
ſearch the Scriptures, he would fee he muſt appear 
before a perfect God, who expects a perfect Obe- 


dience. If he was to confider his own Actions, he 


would find them all fall ſhort of this Demand. The 
Oonſequence of which, it is hoped, would be— 
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would ſee the Imperfection of his Obedience, and 
that he cannot be ſaved without truſting to a better 
Righteouſneſs than his own. Yet this he will not 
do. He will not once ſeriouſly enquire, What he 
muſt do to be ſaved ? left he ſhould: difcover the 
Rottenneſs of the Foundation on which he is build- 
ing; leſt his Conſcience ſhould be alarmed, anck 
diſcover to him the Danger of his Situation, Away 
then with that Religion, which will yield no Com- 
fort and Support in Affliction or Adverſity; that 
makes us fearful to examine our Hearts; that de- 
prives us of the Proſpect of eternal Happineſs, and 
makes us catch for Safety at what will aſſuredly fait 
us. Vet of this ſtrange Religion are Thouſands and 
ten Thouſands, © Prejudiced againſt the Doctrine 
of Juſtification by Faith only, oppoſing it with all 
their Mignt, and branding it with opprobrious 
Diſtinctions, yet unable ro confute it. Obſtinately 
bent againſt it, tho? their eternal Happineſs or Mi- 


ſery depends upon it. Reiolutely ſtopping their 


Ears againſt the Things that make for their Peace; 
and, like the deaf Adder, refuſing to hear the Voice 
of the Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely, To 
Perſons in theſe unhappy Circumſtances the Apo- 
tle declared, If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to 
«© them that are loſt: In whom the God of this 
„World hath blinded the Minds of them that be- 
<< lieve not, leſt the Light of the glorious Goſpel 
*< of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine 
% unto them.” 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. | 
But if thoſe who have the Form of Godlineſs; 
who approve of what is Good, and diſcountenance 
what is Bad, are vet, by truſting for Salvation whol- 
ly or in part, to their own Righteouſneſs, in a State 
of Wrath; what mult become of the careleſs and 
:mpenitent Sinner, the Hinderer 2nd Blaſphemer of 
god's Ward? Where mutt they look for a 
THEY Wild 
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' 4 who can thus commit all Manner of Wiekedneſs 
with Greedineſs? This Careleſſneſs and Indiffe- 
rence about Eternity will one Day coſt you dear. 
The Merriment and Diverſion which ſacred Things 
now afford you, will be changed into Bitterneſs and 
Woe. You will ſome Time, perhaps when it is 
too late, ſee the Neceſſity of theſe Things. You 
will be heartily ſenfible that they who have deſired 

to approve themſelves to God, who have been wil- 
ling to part with all for the Sake of Chriſt, are 
truly wiſe ; and that yourſelves are the Fools and |} 
Madmen you took them to be. For know affuredly !" 
there is a Life after this. You are not like the 
Beaſts that periſh, but muſt hereafter give an A 
count of all your Actions. You may now indeed |! 
rejoice in your Hearts, make free with your Ma- 
ker, deſpiſe his Laws, reject his Mercies, tramp- 
ling under Foot even the Blood of his only-begot- 
ten Son ; bur remember, that for all theſe Things 
God will aſſuredly bring you to Judgment. What 
will all your Buffoonery and Mockery avail, when, 

at the Hour of Death, Conſcience marſhals. your 
Sins before you in a terrible Array, when it gives 
you the Proſpect of an approaching miſerable E- 

| ternity 2 Will your jovial Companions then be able 
to give you Relief? Alas! they will be miſerable 

Comforters. Will you look up to that God for 

Help whom you now deſpiſe ? Hear his Words : 
© Becauſe ye deſpiſed my Counſel, and would have 
% none of my Reproof; I alſo will laugh at your 
« Calamity, I will mock when your Fear cometh.” 
Dreadful therefore muſt be your Doom, unleſs you 
effectually cry. unto God for Mercy, before the 
Day of Grace is paſt. .. | 1 
You fee then the Importance of theſe Things: 
Bot a right Notion of them only will avail nothing: 
They muſt be rooted in our Hearts, and influeng 
| OUT 


** 


Of Fuſtificati on by Faith only. 49 il 
ont Conduct, if we expect a ſaving Benefit from ! 
them. We muſt, in Compliance with the Apoſtles 
Advice, “ preſent our Bodies à living Sacrifice; 
© holy, acceptable unto God, which is our rea- 
c ſonable Service: And not be conformed to this 
„ World; but be transformed by the renewing of” 
« our Minds, that we may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect Will of God.” This 
is the only Way to prove it: The only Way to 
N be religious, and experience the Comforts and: 
'” Blefſedneſs of it. When in one Hand we gprafp' 
the Things of the World, and in the other Things 
[þ ſpiritual, we declare that our Hearts are divided. 
But we muſt give them wol x to God, thro“ 
Wl Jeſus Chriſt, before we can juſtly be tiled Chriſ- 
tians. For we cannot ſerve two Maſters : We can- 
4 not ferve God and Mammon. Under the Law 
nothing maimed, nothing blemrſhed, was to be of- 
fered. Every Sacrifice was to be perfect and entire. 
And can we imagine leſs will be accepted now ? 
No. God will never accept us, if we ſuffer the 
Things of this World to rival him in our Affec- 
tions; much leſs if we knowingly and wilfully 
tranſgreſs his Laws, ſooner than ſuffer a few tem- 
poral Inconveniences. Our Saviour ſays, If a 
« Man loveth Father or Mother more than me, he 
« js not worthy of me. If a Man forſakes not all 
« that he hath, he cannot be my Diſciple.” If 
a Man holds not himſelf looſe to the Things of the 
World, being willing to part with what in it is 
moſt par to him, when it comes in Competition 
with his Duty, he is not a Chriſtian. He cannot 
be. For Chriſt conſented to part with all for our 
Sakes, tho? he was in the Form of God, and thought 
1 it not Robbery to be equal with God. And there- 
= fore we cannot follow his Example, cannot prove 
/ ÞFNnvrſetves his Diſciples, unleſs we are willing to 4 
15 II wit 
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go Of Fuftifcation by Faith only. 
with all for his Sake. But then we ſhall prove 
oo that we believe in him; and till then we cannot 
know the Comforts of a religious Life. For the 
Promiſes are only to them that believe. And to ſay _ 
we believe in him, and will not truſt him; will not 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſ- 
neſs, depending upon his Promiſe to ſupply us 
with all we really want ; we do but mock him, and 
deceive ourſelves. Think on this, all ye that call 
yourſelves Chriſtians. As for you who have 
been hitherto indifferent about theſe Things, but 4 
now ſee the Importance of them, be prevailed with 
to embrace the merciful Offers of God, while it is 
in your Power. Behold now is the accepted Time, 
behold now 1s the Day of Salvation. You know 
not that you have another Day to live; and if you 
die before you do embrace them, you muſt periſh. 
Do not give Way to any Diſcouragements. Do not 
apprehend you ſhall not be pardoned and accepted. 
The Son of Man was lifted up, that wHosotveR 
believeth in him ſhou!d not periſh, WHosoteveR |, 
believeth, tho? his Sins have been ever ſo great, 
ſhall enjoy the Benefit of his Death. For the Blood 
of Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin. What then hin- 
ders your Return to God ? Do you queſtion his 
Willingneſs to ſave you? You cannot be more wil- 
ing to accept of Mercy, than he is to beſtow it: 
And for your Comfort he has declared, Him that 
«© cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.” 
When the Prodigal, who had ſpent all his Subſtance | 
in riotous living, was returning to his Father, did 
his Father entertain any Reſolution of rejecting him? 
No. On the contrary, when he was yet a great 
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Way off, he ſaw him, and had Compaſſion, and ran 
and met him, and fell on his Neck and kiſſed him: | 
And inſtead of reproaching him for his paſt diſſo- 
lute Life, he orders the beſt Robe to be brought 
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and put on him, and a Ring for his Finger, and 
Shoes for his Feet ; thus giving him the higheſt 
Tokens of his Favour. So likewiſe ſhall your 
heavenly Father do alſo unto you. Return to him, 
and thy Sins and Iniquities will he remember no 
more. Behold Chriſt died for Sinners. And to 
ſhew he deſired that none ſhould periſh, he ordered 
the Goſpel to be firſt preached to the Jews ; even to 
his very Murderers. Do you doubt his Ability to 
ſave you ? Behold, ſays the Apoſtle, he is able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto God thro? 
him. Do not harbour any Imaginations that you 
ſhall never arrive to that Holineſs which the Goſpel 
requires. Only believe: All Things are poſſible 
to him that believeth. The Secret of the Lord is 
with them that (believe in and) fear him, and he 
will ſhew them his Covenant. Return then imme- 
diately ; return and be happy. Do it with a full 
Reſolution never more to return to your former 
Sins and Follies, Let not the Scoffs and Jeers of 
your late Companions prevail with you to forſake 
what you know is of the utmoſt Importance. Let 
them not tempt you to return like the Dog to his 
Vomit, or like the Sow that was waſhed to her wal- 
lowing in the Mire. Remember this ; and may 
the Holy Spirit apply it to your Heart: No Man 
having put his Hand to the Plough, and looking 
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Feſus anſwered, Verily, verily, ] ſay unto 


ya, Except a Man be born of Water, 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 


Kingdom of God. 


F we attentively conſider what paſſes within us, 


Senſe and not by Faith—to ſeek with Care and 


Anxiety Things preſent, and to be negligent of, 


and lightly eſteem, Things to come. It would 
otherwiſe be impoſſible for us to diſregard the Pro- 
miles and Threatenings of God: The Offers of an 


everlaſting Happineſs to thoſe who will diligently 


feek him, and the Denunciation of eternal Miſery 
againſt. impenitent Sinners. For the leaſt ſerious 
Conſideration would inform us, that the utmoſt 
Happineſs we can arrive at in this Life, is infinitely 
ſhort of what God has prepared for them that love 
him; and that the greateſt Inconveniences which 
can poſſibly befal us here, for his Sake, bear no 
Proportion to what we muſt ſuffer hereafter, if we 
wiltully. continue diſobedient to his Commands. 
Hence then we ſee a manifeſt Corruption and De- 

. pravity 
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we ſhall find ourſelves naturally drawn to love 
aud purſue the Things of this World—to hve by 
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Prayity in our Hearts, which make us give the Pre- 
ference to what we know does not deſerve it. In 
other Words, the Love of the World is interwoven 
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53 


with our Nature. Nor is this all we find amiſs 
within us. Our Hearts, inſtead of being inclined 
to what is good, are naturally fixed on what is evil. 
The Scriptures declare Every Imagination of the 


Heart of Man is only evil continually.” Among 


thoſe who have the Advantages of Education, we 
ſee this Truth in a ſtriking Light. The Propenſity 
to Evil diſcovers itſelf not only in their Practices 
but Inclinations: They are pleaſed with it—ſeek 
the Acquaintance of. ſuch as themſelves—and even 
after Experience has convinced them they are wrong, 
and they have ſeen the bad Effects of their Choice, 
yet they ftill delight in them, as their chief Hap- 
pineſs, and commit all Manner of Wickedneſs with 
Grieedineſs. Among thoſe who are reſtrained by 
an early Inſtruction, we yet, in general, fee this is 
predominant. Education and the Fear of Cenſure, 
indeed, prevent the more groſs Effects of it; yet 


how backward are they to Seriouſneſs, how prone 


to Levity | How cold and formal in their Devotions, 
how lively and hearty in their Amuſements! What 
a Fear do they diſcover of being thought religious, 
of being righteous overmuch ; and what a Readineſs 
to allow themſelves in Things that evidently have 
a bad Tendency ! How unaffeted and dull at 
reading the Scriptures; how charmed and tranſ- 
ported at reading a Novel! All which proceed from 
the ſame Principle of Love to what 1s evil, of Aver- 
ſion to what is good; tho? more refined in the Choice 
of its Objects, and more reſtrained as to the Groſſ- 
neſs of its Effects. The Scriptures aſſure us, that 
if any Man loves the World, the Love of the Father 
is not in him; and gives this Reaſon for it,“ be- 
cauſe the Love of the World is Enmity with 9 
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They likewiſe command, Thou ſhalt love the 
4% Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and all thy 
« Soul.” Now we have ſeen that we naturally 
love the World, and have an Inclination to what 
is evil. A Change therefore muſt be wrought in 
our Hearts, to make them ſuch as the Goſpel re- 

uires ; 1. e. inſtead of loving the World, our Af- 
Zion: muſt be fixed on God; and inſtead of being 


inclined to, we muſt * abhor that which is evil, 


6 and cleave to that which is good,” In a Word, 
whereas our Will, our Underſtanding, and our Af- 
fections, are naturally fixed upon that which is evil, 
they muſt be ſo changed as to be habitually incli- 
ned to what is good. This is what the Scriptures 
mean by Regeneration, or being born again. And 
the Neceſſity of this Change is indiſputable. Our 
Saviour declares, © Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
% except a Man be born again, he cannot enter 
« into the Kingdom of God.” Unleſs ſuch a 
Change is wrought in his Heart, whatever is his 
Profeſſion of Religion, and how zealous ſoever he 
may be to promote it in others; tho? he may punc- 
tuaily obſerve the Duties of the Cloſet and Family ; 
may conſtantly attend on outward Ordinances ; 
may, in the Opinion of the World, and even in 
his own Eſteem, be eminent for Holineſs of Life, 
It will avail nothing ; for unleſs he is born again, 
(renewed in his Will, Underſtanding, and Aﬀec- 


tions) he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 


St. Paul, ſpeaking of thoſe for whom God 
has prepared eternal Happineſs, ſays, ** Whom he 
« foreknew them he did alſo predeſtinate to be con- 
formed into the Image of his Son;“ i. e. whom he 
favoured, them he alſo ordained to be changed into 
the Temper of jeſus Chriſt. If we 5 ſome 
of the Parts of our Saviour's Character, we ſhall 
more diſtinctiy perceive what this Image is, into 

| | which 
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5 which we muſt be changed. Our Lord was ©* meek 
3 <© and lowly in Heart”—into ſuch a Frame of 


4 * 
* "In "7 
4 n 


Mind muſt our haughty and proud Spirit be chan- il 
3 d. He was patient under the moſt preſſing Af. 9 
flictions— thus muſt we become, inſtead of being i 
: impatient, and murmuring at what God pleaſes to iN 
lay on us. He forgave, and even prayed for his 4 


: Murderers—thus our revengeful Spirit muſt be 9 
done away; and we muſt be able and willing to | 
s bleſs them that perſecute us, and pray for them 4 
e that deſpitefully uſe us.” He laboured to pro- 1 
mote the Glory of God in all Things into this 

muſt be changed that Deſire of the Praiſe of Men, 

that ſeeking Honour one of another, which is na- {| 
tural to us. He © went about doing good” into | 
this muſt our ſelfiſh Wills be altered, and our Back- 
wardneſs in promoting the temporal, but more par- 
ticularly the ſpiritual, Good of others, He was 
conſtant in Prayer, and giving Glory to God—into 

this muſt be changed our Indifference, not to ſay 
| Averſion, to this Duty; and that Readineſs to 
\ aſcribe our Succeſs, not to the Bleſſings of Provi- 
| dence, but to our own Merits and Endeavours. 
He was conſtant and diligent in the Work of God ; 
it was his Meat and Drink to do the Will of his 
Father—into this muſt be changed our Slothtulneſs 
and Neglect of religious Duties, both public and 
| private; and our Backwardneſs to practice what we 
? know to be our Duty. We muſt not be ſlothtul in 
| « Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord ;*? 
at all Times conſtant and unwearied in promoting 
l his Glory,——We ſee then that our natural Diſpo- 


fitions are ſo far from being agreeable, that they 
are contrary to the "Temper of our Lord and Sa- 
viour ; and therefore, as all that are to be ſaved 
| muſt be conformed into the Image of Chriſt, it 

follows that a Change muſt be wrought in their 


Hearts 


„ 
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Hearts: i. e. that they muſt be born again; have 


different Averſions and Defires to what they have 


now. We are not to imagine that the moſt emi- 
nent Chriſtian is ſo changed in this Life, as in all 
Things to be conformed to the Image of Chriſt ; 

et he gradually makes advances to it—his Will 


is more and more ſwallowed up in the Will of 


God—the Bent and Deſire of his Heart are more 
and more that this Change may be wrought in him 
—and when, at Death, the Body of Sin is done 
away, there will be a perfect Reſemblance, 

We are told that without Holineſs no Man 
* ſhall ſee the Lord: That God is of purer Eyes 
6 than to behold Iniquity;“ of purer Eyes than to 
behold it with Approbation on Earth, or to admit 
it into his more immediate Preſence in Heaven. 
« Even the Stars, ſays Job, are not pure in his 
« Sight; how much leſs Man that is a Worm, and 
«© the Son of Man which is a Worm?“ The Law of 
God, according to St. Paul, is holy, juſt and good ; 
but we are carnal, fold under Sin: And therefore 
it is not only contrary to the Word of God, but 
abſurd, to imagine, that we can ever be Partakers 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, without a Conformity 
to the holy, juſt, and good Law of God being 
wrought in their Hearts. A negative Obedience, 
or Abſtinence from what is ſinful, is by no Means 
ſufficient. We muſt delight in the Law after the 
inward Man: We muſt not only ceaſe to do Evil, 
but learn and delight to do well: We muſt not 


only not take Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, but abhor 


and deteſt it. Our Affections muſt be ſet, not on 
the Things of this World, but of that which is to 
come; and then our Converſation: will be in Hea- 
ven; not abſorbed with the Trifles of common Oc- 


currences, but dwelling on the Wonders of redeem- 


ing Love, the Mercies of God thro” Jeſus Chriſt, 


and 


And when our Hearts are there, our , Treaſures 


[ 


will. be there alſo ; not ſubject to the Corruptions | 


of Maths, or the Rapine of Robbers, but ſecure and 
glorious, under the Care of our heavenly Father, im- 


mortal, incorruptible. In a Word, as the Apoſtle 


beautifully expreſſes it, our Hearts muſt be deli- 
vered or caſt into the Mould of the Goſpel. We 
muſt be created again in Holineſs and true Righ- 
teouſneſs. ——You ſee then there is no ſuch Thing. 
as being conformed to the Image, or Mind of Je- 


ſas. Chriſt, without a Change being wrought in the 


Heart; and unleſs we are thus conformed, it is im- 


poſſible to have that Holineſs, without which no 


Man ſhall ſee the Lord: Or, in the Words of our 


Saviour, . Except a Man be born again, he can- 


« not enter into the Kingdom of God.“ We 


may from hence ſee the Error of thoſe, who hope 


* God will pardon their Sins, and take them to his 


« Mercy.” That God is willing to be merciful qo 


Sinners is certain : He defireth not the Deat 


of 


a Sinner, but had rather he ſhould repent and live. 


He gave his only-hegotten Son to die a curſed, ig- 


nominious Death, that whoſoever believeth in him 


ſhould not periſh ; and by his Word, his Providence, 
and his Miniſters, is continually expoſtulating with 
Sinners, as with the Jews of old, Why will ye 
% die? Ye will not come unto me that ye may have 
Life.“ But then theſe Mercies can only be effec- 
tual to PENITENT Sinners —to ſuch as are enabled 
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therefore that God, will pardon. any Perſon's Sins, 
2 | 1 
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and take him to his Mercy, who is not changed | j 
from Evil to Good, who knows nothing of this 


Death unto Sin and new Birth unto Righteouſneſs, 
is certainly wrong; and will aſſuredly prove fatal 


to all who truſt to it: For it is contrary to the whole 
Tenor of Scripture, to the repeated Declarations of 


God concerning this Matter, and to the expreſs 


« Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 


„ the Kingdom of God.“ 


But, ſuppoſing that God wourD have Mercy 
on thoſe who know nothing of a Change of Heart 
— ſuppoſing he would pardon their Sins, and even 
take * 2h to himſelf—what would it ayail ? Their 
Condition would not be better than it is now, but 
perhaps worſe : For there are no ſenſual Gratifica- 
tions in Heaven; no Pleaſures to tally with the In- 


clinations ſuch Perſons have now. The Happineſs 
of Heaven conſiſts in beholding and adoring the 


infinite Glories of God; to whom © Cherubim and 


. «5: Seraphim continually do cry, Holy, holy, holy, 


« Lord God of Sabaoth—Heaven and Earth are 


„full of the Majeſty of thy Glory.“ They reſt 
not Day and Night, ſaying, Holy, holy, ho- 


, Iy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and 
As to come: — Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
5 ceive Honour, and Power, and Glory, and Ma- 


, «© jeſty; for thou haſt created all Things, and for 
thy Pleaſure they are and were created.” What 
Datisfaction could unregenerate Perſons have in ſuch 
Employments? Do they now take Pleaſure in Ho- 
lineſs? When they attend on outward Ordinances 
is it not with Reluctance, with Conſtraint, an- 


ſwering, in a great Meaſure, to the Complaint of 
the Jews, © What a Wearineſs is the Sabbath? 


When will it be over?” The Fog u of Godli- 
neſs, in any conſiderable Degree, they think un- 


neceſlary ; 


; 
[ 
1 


Words of our Saviour, Except a Man be born of 


„ „ Wet c hope bt 
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neceſſary; but the Power of it they imagine to 
be mere Hypocriſy and rank Enthuſiaſm. - "Inſtead 
of engaging their Approbation and Delight, it ra- 
ther raiſes their Averſion and Indignation. And 
if ſuch a faint Dawn of Holineſs as is attainable in 
this Life gives them Pain, what Torment muſt the 
full Blaze of it in Heaven occaſion. If the Ghm- 
merings of Goodneſs, clouded and obſcured by Sin- 
fulneſs and Corruption, cauſe Uneaſineſs; how in- 
tolerable muſt it be to behold Goodneſs itſelf, un- 
ſullied by any Imperfection, and ſhining in uncloud- 
ed Majeſty. It is impoſſible therefore that an un- 
regenerate Perſon can be happy hereafter; for, 
even ſuppoſing that God would pardon his Sins, 


. 

1 

[ * 
2 

1 

I 

. 

& 
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and take him to his Mercy, (which he aſſuredlyß 


will not) Heaven itſelf would be a Place of inſup- 
portable Torment to him. | > IN 
If it be imagined that this Change of Heart is 
neceſſary only for Libertines, ſuch as have been 
open ſcandalous Offenders ; I anſwer, it is equally 
neceſſary for all Mankind. For the Scriptures aſ- 
ſure us we are all ſach by Nature: They repreſent 
us as © Enemies to God”—< Children of Wrath”? 
* dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins alienated from 
the Life of God.” However, therefore, ſome 
may differ from others, as to outward Sins, by the 
Force of Education or 'Temper, yet the Hearts of 
ALL ARE DESPERATELY WICKED, are naturall 
prone to and delight in Evil. And therefore a 
Change of Heart 1s neceſlary as well for the moſt 
inoffenſive Man that ever lived, (Jeſus Chriſt only 
excepted) as for the moſt notorious Libertine that 
ever the World produced: Except a Man be 
“ born again, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
3-07 God.” | 
But, if this Change of Heart is ſo neceſſary, 
how eis it to be wrought in us? Has Man the TO 
| E 85 
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of doing it, or muſt it be done by ſome, ſdperior 

U Means! I anſwer, Man has xoT the Power of: do- 

ig it: He is no more able to change his Heart, 

* 5 to pluck the Sun from the Firmament. No 

Man can do any Thing, but by the Exertion of 

ſome Principle or Power within himſelf; ſo that 

Man can do nothing good, till he has within him 

a Principle of Goodneſs. But in the Heart of Man 

there is, naturally, no ſuch Thing. It is ſo fat 

from being inclined to Good, that it is an Enemy 

to it. ** The carnal Mind,“ ſays the Apoſtle, 

l (which is the Mind of all Men by Nature) „ is En- | ; 

i „ mity with God:“ Not only not good, but in 

| direct Oppoſition to it. To ſuppoſe therefore that 

Man can change his own Heart from Evil to Good, - 

is to ſuppoſe an Effect without a Cauſe: It is to 

ſuppoſe ſomething can be done, when there is no- 

thing to do it. We may illuſtrate this by con- 5 

ſidering tbe State of a Perſon's Mind, when he is 

firſt told of theſe Things.— He hears he muſt have 

ſomething, which be knows he has not: But does 

ttztis incline him to ſeek after it? No. He imapines 

it is not neceſſary. When it is preſſed upon him 

as a Duty, he affects to diſbelieve it. When it is 

| declared to be abiolutely neceſſary, that it is con- 

j tained in the expreſs Words of our Saviour, he | 

would fain perſuade himſelf that the Words are to 

be underſtood in another Senſe ; and ſtrengthens | 
himſelf in this Opinion, becauſe he finds that few, 
Perſons, in compariſon, know any Thing of this 
Matter. All this While he is ſenſible, that to be 
delivered from the Tyranny of boiſterous Paſſions, 
to have his Mind fixed on the Objects of Eternity, 
and to be freed from the Captivity of ſenſual Plea- 
lures, the Deceits of which he has frequently ex- 
Nen ; all this, I ſay, he knows is, at leaſt, 

elirable. Thus he endeavours to deceive himſelf, 
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happy Conſequences. Vet he is fo far from ha- 


Ving the Power of doing what his Reaſon approves, 
that he has no Inclination to it; and will run the 


Riſk of periſhing eternally; ſooner than ſet about 
it in earneſt. But when God convinces him hes 
a Sinner—when he ſets his Sins before his Face, 
and ſhews him he is a Child of Wrath—when'he 
diſarms him of his boafted Pleas, ' ſhewiny him tlie 


Danger of truſting. to any Works of his o 


when he unveils to bim the Neceſſity of a Saviour, 
and a Cbange of Heart—when he convinces him 


that unleſs he is born again he cannot enter into 


the Kingdom of God—how does he act? Does he 
immediately ſet about changing his Heart? Alas! 
though he wiſh-s for it above all Things, yet he 
has an humbling, abaſing Experience, that he is 
unable to do it. A Man never feeks for this Change 
of Heart till he is drove to it by Neceſſity: And 


when that happens he is fully convinced he has not 


the Power of doing it; that it is the ſole Work of 
a ſuperior Agent !—— If you aſk, Whoſe Work is 


it? I anſwer, It is the Work of the Holy Ghoſt: 


St. Paul declares we are ſaved,” „not by Works of 
+ Righteouſneſs which we have done, but accor- 
ding to his [God's] Mercy, by the Baptiſm of 
Regeneration and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
The Redeemer ſays, ©* Except a Man be born of 
Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God.” Some ſuppoſe, by theſe Words, 
a Baptiſm of Water and likewiſe of the Holy Spi. 
rit; or, as our Church expreſſes it, the outward 
Baptiſm of Water, and the inward Grace of a Death 
unto Sin and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs. - But 
Water and the Spirit ſeem here only different Ex- 


preſſions for the Holy Ghoſt, ' It is common to 


repreſent 
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in a Matter of the laſt Importance, and which” — 
cannot but acknowledge would be fttended* wi K 
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;- repreſent the Holy Ghoſt under the Emblem of 
Water. Thus, Ifaiah xliv. 3. I will pour Wa- 
. TER upon him that is thirſty, and Floods upon 
A dry Ground; I will pour my Srix ir upon 

« thy Seed: Where the Floods of Water that 
were to be poured out, are declared to be the In- 3 
fluences of the Spirit; and by the dry Ground, on | 
Which they are to be pourcd, is meant, their Poſ- [ 
terity, their Seed. But whether by being born of 7 


Water and the Spirit, means being baptiſed with 
| the outward Baptiſm of Water, and the inward In- 
'' fluences of the Holy Ghoſt ; or whether the Words 
Water and Spirit are only two different Expreſſions 
for the Holy Ghoſt; the Meaning is nearly the 
' ſame, In both Caſes the Influence or Operation 
of the Holy Ghoſt is the principal Thing, and 
without which the Baptiſm of Water 1s of no Sig- 
nification. As to the Manner how this is done, 

we are totally ignorant; but this ſhould not lead 

us to conclude there is no ſuch Thing. Marvel 

4 not,“ (ſays our Saviour to Nicodemus :) Do not 

| be aſtoniſhed at hearing of the Doctrine of Rege- 
neration: Art thou a Maſter of Iſrael, and know- 
e eſt not theſe Things?” Art thou ignorant of 
this, which is contained in thoſe very Scriptures 
thou haſt undertaken to teach others? “ Marvel 
J not that ſay unto thee, You muſt be born again. 
„The Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou 
ee heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell 
„ whence it cometh nor whither it goeth : So is 
every one that is born of the Spirit.” How he 
was born, how the great Change was wrought in 
his Heart, a Man is utterly ignorant; but that ſuch 
a Change has been wrought, he knows by the Ef- 
fects; and can, in general, give as diſtinct an Ac- 
count, when it was done, as of any Action in his 
Life. Many indeed, under the Advantage of a 
TY, | eds 
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| Of REGENERATION. 63 Wo 
religious Education, are ſanctified, as it were, from 
the Womb; and ſo can give no Account when the 
reat Change was wrought in their Hearts: Yet 
in ſuch 79 the Will is habitually inclined to 
what is good, the ſupreme Deſire of the Affections 
is to ſpiritual Objects, and they go on increaſing 
from Strength to Strength from Grace to Grace. 
But where theſe Effects are not produced, it is dan- 
gerous for a Perſon to imagine himſelf in a State 
of Salvation; for without theſe ſcriptural Marks of 
a Believer, his Education has not been ſavingly bleſ- 
ſed ; his decent Life, and orthodox Notions of Re- 
ligion, will not finally avail him: He is aſſuredly 
ſtill in a State of Wrath.—It was proved in ſome 
former Diſcourſes, that we could not be ſaved b 
any Works of our own, but only by Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and it has been ſufficiently ſet forth, that 
a Man muſt be born again, before he can enter into 
the Kingdom of God. If we carefully confider 
theſe Things, we ſhall ſee how they illuſtrate and 
explain each other; and prove, beyond a Doubt, 
that the Perſon who firſt delivered them was truly 
a Teacher ſent from God ; ſince no one could have 
declared ſuch Doctrines as theſe, (which are far 
above the Power of human Reaſon to explain) un- 
leſs God had been with him. The End of all 
Religion 1s to make Men better—to draw them from 
the the: Purſuit of Evil to the Love and Pur- 
ſuit of what is good. THar Religion therefore 
is certainly the beſt, which moſt effectually anſwers 
theſe Purpoſes ; and that muſt be acknowledged to 
be good. for nothing, or very indifferent, which 
leaves Men juſt as it found them; or, only reſtrain- 
ing their outward Conduct, makes them like whited. 
Sepulchres, beautiful indeed without, but within 
full of all Manner of Uncleanneſs.— The true 


Believer in Jeſus Chritt renounces all Pretenſions to 
po Merit 


F 
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fl „ . himſelf; and, ſceing he is a ſinful Crea- 


and obnoxious to the Wrath of God, . without 5 


mans Righteouſneſs, humbly and chearfully em- 


braces the Offer of a Saviour. Why ? pref God : 


has; commanded it; and becauſe he ſees the Sinful- 
neſs; of his beſt Services, and the Perfection of 
Chriſt's. Obedience. Does he loſe any Thing by 
thus obeying and truſting to the Mercics of God? 


To his unſpeakable Surprize, he finds his 


Mind enlightened, and his Heart changed. The 
Scriptures, which before were like a ſealed Book, 
that he could not underſtand, xow diſcover ta him 
the Wiſdom, Mercy, and Goodneſs of God. They 


were once irkſome and tedious, but now be 3 2 | 
in them, ſees therein unſpeakable Beauties, and 
meditates in the ſame Day and Night. The Senſe 


of theſe Mercies engages him to a grateful Obe- 


dience. And as his Faith and Truſt in God increaſe, 


he finds his Heart more and more purified. This 
plainly points out to him where his Happineſs is 


centered, namely, in God alone. There then he 


endeavours to ſeek it; and, by a reſolute and un- 
wearied Purſuit of it, thro? the Means of Grace, he 
finds himſelf more and more in love with ſpiritual 
Things, and more dead to the World; F and tho? 
perhaps beneath its Smiles, yet far above its Frowns. 
Thus growing in Grace, and in the Knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tho' his outward Man de- 
cayeth, yet his inward Man is renewed Day by 

ay ; and he is-gradually prepared for an eterral 
Bliſs, greater than Tongue can expreſs or Thought 
condeive. 


Conſider now the Caſe of one who hes NOT 


_ truſt, wholly to the Death and Obedience of Jeſus 


Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation; whether he avow- 
edly rajects theſe Ways of God's s Appointment, or 
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os to them with the Head but not with the 
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Heart. He is commanded to love the Lord with 
all his Heart and with all his Soul. Does he do 
ſo? He knows he does not: He is ſenſible he does 
not SINCERELY deſire it. Some Reſolutions he 
may indeed form, which are kept from vaniſhin 

till the next profitable or pleaſurable Object pre- 
ſents itſelf. He is commanded to love his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf. How does he perform this Duty ? 
A trivial Loſs makes him imagine Beggary at the 
Door, tho' the dreadful Diftreſs of his Neighbour 
will hardly prevail with him to part with a few 
Pence. He is commanded not to love the World. 
Alas! he can ſincerely love nothing elſe. Preten- 
ſions to Religion we ſuppoſe he has—that he per- 
forms outward Duties with Decency, and ſome- 
times imagines he has Comfort and Satisfaction in 
them. But does this fancied Joy equal the Plea- 
ſure attending an Increaſe of Proſperity, or the 
Smiles of the Great? the Satisfaction of ſeeing an 
old Acquaintance, or being early in a Faſhion ? 
It does not. He cannot ſerve two Maſters ; and 
therefore, tho? he may carry it with Civility to his 
Maker, yet the World has his Heart, ——He is 
commanded to“ grow in Grace;“ but he can give 
no Evidence of any Improvement he has made. If 
he is not gone backward, he has juſt as much Re- 
ligion, and no more than he had ſeven Vears ago. 
How indeed can it be otherwiſe, when he is afraid 
of being righteous overmuch? When he is conti- 
nually calling out, ſurely this is not required ſurely 
we may go to Heaven without all this. If you 
deny the Truth of what I ſay, look for a Proof of 
it into the World, and you'll ſee it plainly in the 
Conduct of Thouſands. For once look into your 
own Heart, and perhaps you may fee it there. 
It would be an Affront to your Underſtanding, 
to aſk you which of theſe two Religions is beſt ; 
| N that 
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REGENERATION. 
that which makes a Man ſuch as the Goſpel requires, 


or that which leaves him little or not at all better 
than it found him. We have hence an unanſwer- 


able Proof, that Juſtification by Faith only is the 


Way God' has appointed for Salvation ; fince the 
Heart is never changed, but under the Belief of 
this Doctrine. To attempt it till we have Faith 
'The Depravity of our 
Hearts will bale our utmoſt Endeavours. It is to 
attempt what we have no Power to accompliſh ; to 
endeavour what never was, nor can be done. 


Fou have likewiſe an undeniable Proof of the Doc- 


trine of Regeneration; ſince, wherever there is a 
true Faith in Chriſt, it is always accompanied with 
a Change of Heart. ——Where then is the Wiſe ? 
Where 1s the Diſputer of this World ? Hath not 
God made Fooliſhneſs the Wiſdom of the World ? 
Nothing can prove it in a ſtronger Light, than 
that the moſt learned Man, with the utmoſt Efforts 
of his unaſſiſted Abilities, cannot advance one Step 
in Religion; while the humble Believer in Jeſus 
Chriſt advances from Grace to Grace, from Glory 
to Glory. So juſt is the Advice of the Apoſtle, 
<< If any Man thinketh he is wiſe, let him become 
<< a Fool, that he may be wiſe indeed.” Let him 
renounce all mere Dependence on human Abilities, 
in Matters of Religion, and, acknowledging the 
Weakneſs of Man's Strength, and the Folly of his 
Wiſdom, caſt himſelf as a Sinner on the Mercies 
of God, that he may become wiſe unto Salvation. 
You who have experienced this Change of Heart, 
give Glory to God through Jeſus Chriſt; for it is 
ais Purchaſe, the Price of his Blood, FREELY 
granted to you, and was not obtained by any Merit 
or Works of your own. Remember, a precious 


Talent is committed to you; a peculiar Mercy 
Vas been ſhewed to you, which thouſands and ten 
thouſands 
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thouſands know nothing of ; which the Formaliſt, | 


the Hypocrite, the Libertine, and the Worldly, 
all unite to decry, to brand as an enthuſiaſtic Pre- 
tenſion, Hide it not therefore in a Napkin, like 
the wicked and ſlothful Servant, but labour to im- 
prove it to the Redeemer's Glory. Your Lord 
will aſſuredly reckon with you hereafter, for the 
Uſe or Abuſe of it; and much will be expected 
from thoſe to whom much 1s given. 

You who are deſirous of this Bleſſing; be not 
diſcouraged, tho? the Lord ſtill with-holds it. He 
that gave the Deſire will certainly accompliſh it in 
his own Seaſon. Wait on him therefore with Pa- 
tience and Humility, and thy Labour ſhall not be 
in vain. Tho? thou now ſoweſt in Tears, thou ſhalt 
aſſuredly reap with Joy. 

You, who know nothing of this Change of Heart, 
and are indifferent about it, would to God that I 
could awaken you from your dreadful Security ! 
'There 1s no Truth more certain than this, that if 
you die 1n an unregenerate State you muſt periſh. 
It will be in vain to ſay hereafter, Lord, we were 
Members of the eſtabliſhed Church Men of good 
moral Lives—we never ſcoffed at thy Doctrines, 
but were rather Advocates for them—were offered 
to thee in Baptiſm, and alſo dedicated our Chil- 
dren to thy Service. Outward Profeſſion avails 
nothing; but if any Man be in Chriſt, he is a 
new Creature.” Such only can have any * 
Benefits from his Death and Obedience; for unleſs 
a Man be born again; thus born, ſo as to become 
a new Creature, to have his Will, Underſtanding, 
and Aﬀections, habitually inclined to ſpiritual Ob- 

jects; tho? he may call himſelf a Chriſtian, he can- 


not enter into the Kingdom of God. 1 
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' SERMON VII. 
On SANCTIFICATION. 


EP HE SS Ik 


For we are his Workmanſhiþ, created in 
Chrift Feſus unto good Works, which God 
hath before ordained that we ſhould walk 
in them. 


E G EN E RATIO N, we have ſeen, con- 

ſiſts in a Renewal of the Will, the Under— 
ſtanding, and Affections. Theſe, which are by 
Nature habitually fixed on what is evil, are ſo chan- 
ged by Grace, as to be habitually inclined to what 
is good. The Neceſſity of this Change is indiſ- 


penſable: Our Saviour has ſaid, , Except a Man 


„ (every Man) be born again, he cannot ſee the 
* Kingdom of God.” The Author of this Change, 
or New Birth, is the Holy Ghoſt: Except a 
«© Man be born of the SPIRIT, he cannot enter 
* into the Kingdom of God.” The Deſign of 
this Change is, among other Things, in order to 
Holineſs of Life: We are his Workmanſhip, 

created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works.“ 
The Neceſſity of Holineſs is abſolute : It is pe- 
remptorily declared, Without Holineſs no Man 
* ſhall fee the Lord,” But ſince we are by Na- 
ture dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins —ſince the carnal 
Mind 
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Mind (which 1s the Mind of all Men by Nature) 
is Enmity with God ; not only deſtitute of every 
Principle of Goodneſs, but in direct Oppoſition to 
it—how ſhall Man be able to perform good Works, 
to lead a Life of Holineſs ? The Apoſtle declares, 
« We are his Workmanihip,” (the Workmanſhip 
of God the Holy Ghoſt) created in Chriſt Jeſus 
«© unto good Works.” So that the Holy Ghoſt is 
the firſt Author of all our good Works, the Giver 
of every Principle of Goodneſs and Holineſ. We 
muſt firſt become his Workmanſhip, muſt firſt be 
created in Chriſt Jeſus, before we can perform a 
Thing that is acceptable to our Maker. Arn 
to this are the expreſs Teſtimonies of the Scriptures : 
« A new Heart will I give you, and a new Spirit 
« will J put within you, and I will take away the 
« ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh, and I will give 
«« you an Heart of Fleth, And I will put my Spi- 
« rit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my 
« Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Judgments and 
« do them.” Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, 27. Lhew 
«© God of Peace ſanctify you wholly.” 1 Theſſ. v. 23. 
„ God hath from the Beginning choſen you to 
Salvation, thro' Sanctification of the Spirit.“ 
2 Theſſ. ii. 13. According to his Mercy he ſa- 
„ved us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, and 
6 Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 7 Titus iii. 5. 
Accordingly, our Church teaches us to“ beſeech 
„God for his Holy Spirit—that the reſt of our 
Lives hereafter may be pure and holy;“ [Abſolu- 
tion; ] and © toendue us with the Grace of his Ho- 
6s ly Spirit, to amend our Lives according to his 
e holy Word: [Liturgy.] And declares | Art. x.] 
that * we have no Power to do good Works, plea- 
& {ant and acceptable to God, without the Grace 
* of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we may 
% have a good Will, and working with us, when” 
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c we have that good Will.” So that, however 


common it may be to declare the contrary, if the 


Scriptures and the Doctrines of our Church are true, 
we have neither Ability nor Inclination to perform 
good Works, till we have received the Grace of 


God, till we have had the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 


Spirit.“ A corrupt Free, ſays our Lord, can- 
<< not bring forth good Fruit.” Matt. vii. 18. Not- 
withſtanding all the Labour you beſtow on it, the 
Fruit will be bad. You may dig about 1t, prune 
It, water it, and lop off every luxuriant Bough, 
yet it will not anſwer the Purpoſe. The Fruit, 
after theſe Pains, may be ſomewhat better, but 


cannot be good. Thus a careful Education, re- 


ligious Inſtruction, the Influence of good Examples, 
and the like, may prevent the groſs Effects of Sin, 
and even Cauſe a Form of Religion; but can never 
enable a Perſon to lead a Life of Holineſs. The 


Reaſon 1s plain : All Holineſs is accompanied with 


a Love of Goodneſs, But our Hearts are naturally 
inclined to Evil. Till therefore this Inclination 
to Evil is ſubdued, we cannot love what is good; 
and coniequently cannot lead a Life of Holineſs. 
So that, before we can bring forth good Fruit, the 
Tree muſt be made good. The natural Bias of our 
Will and Affections muſt be changed: We muſt 


% firſt become his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 


ze jeſus.” 


By Regeneration the Faculties of the Soul are en- 


dued with an Inclination to what is good; a ſpi- 
ritual Principle is communicated ; ** for that which 
« is born of the Spirit is Spirit.” John iti. 6. A 
Perſon with theſe Endowments is inclined to a Lite 


of Holineſs, and accordingly defires to live it. 


But yet, tho? theſe Deſires are thus raiſed in him, 
he has no Power of fulfilling them without the con- 


tinual Aſſiſtance of that divine Being who firſt gave 
3 75 them. 
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them. Here then is the Spring and Fountain of 


all Holineſs of Life. It is begun, by Grace, in 
the Renewal of the Will, Underftanding, and Af. 
fections, to a Love of what is Good; and carried 
on, by Grace, in the continual Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit:“ He which hath begun a good Work 
in you, will perform it until the Day of Jeſus 
« Chrift.”” Phil. i. 6. Hence we may ſee that the 
Work of Sanctification is progreſſive; that the Be- 
liever advances from Strength to Strength, from 
Grace to Grace. Vet we are not to imagine it 
meets with no Checks and Interruptions. A care- 
leſs Walk with God, a Neglect of improving the 
Means of Grace, will as ſurely weaken our ſpirityal 
Strength, and cauſe us to decay, as a Neglect of 
proper Suſtenance will weaken the natural Body. 
A Fondneſs for temporal 'Things, a frequent Uſe 
of faſhionable Amuſements, a Dalliance with Temp- 
tations, thro* Confidence of our Strength, as na- 
turally tend to plunge the Soul into the Defilements 
of Guilt, as the Taſte of Poiſons to corrupt the 
Body. Hence Believers, in all Ages, have fallen 
into Sins, and ſometimes into thoſe of the groſſer 
Kind, to their own dreadful Diſtreſs, and the Re- 
proach of Religion. It is abſurd to imagine a re- 
generate Perſon cannot commit Sin: Hiſtory has 
mournful Examples to the contrary, and even among 
the moſt eminent Patterns of Holineſs. But their 
Falls proceed rather from the ſudden Aſſaults of. 
violent Temptation, than from deliberate Choice. 
If it is aſked, how can theſe Things be, when the 
Will and Affections are inclined to what is good! 
The Anſwer is ready: Tho' in a regenerate Perſon 
the Body of Sin is crucified, it is not deſtroyed. 
It has received its Death's Wound, but it 1s not 
dead. Tho' it cannot finally have Dominion, yet 
it may prevail fo far as to lead captive. A dying 

| Man 
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Man ſometimes exerts more Strength than one. in 
perfect Health; and when à Believer is off his 
Guard, he will ſometimes, to his own Shame and 
Confuſion, experience the Strength of remaining 


Corruption. But where there is a circumſpect Walk 


with God, a cleaving to-him with full Purpoſe of 
Heart, theſe dreadful Diſtreſſes and Decays will be 
avoided, and the Work of Sanctification will gra- 
dually increaſe. 

But if we are ſaved by Faith, if we are juſtified 
and accepted as righteous Perſons, by believing in 
Jeſus Chriſt, what Occaſion is there for SanCtifi- 
cation, or Holineſs of Life? What Neceſſity for 
our performing good Works? TI anſwer, Becauſe 
God hath ordained that we ſhould walk in them : 
« This is the Will of God, even our Sanctification.““ 
He is a God of infinite Purity and Holineſs : He 
loves and delights in it, The Odiouſneſs of Sin 


was the Cauſe of the Expulſion of the Angels from 


Heaven, and of our firſt Parents from Paradiſe ; 
and it 1s in vain to imagine that any will be admit- 
ted into his Preſence, however they may fancy them- 
ſelves redeemed by the Blood of Chriſt, and juſti- 
fed by his Merits, till they are thoroughly purged 
from the Defilements of Sin; for God is of purer 


Eyes than to behold Iniquity. 


Moreover, the Image of God, in which we were 
created, was loſt by the Sin of Adam, This there- 
fore muſt be reſtored, The Diſeaſes of the Soul, 
which were contracted by the Fall, mutt be cured. 
Hence then the Neceſſity of our becoming“ the 
«© Workmanſhip of God, and being created in 
« Jeſas Chriſt—that the very God of Peace ſhould 
ſanctify us wholly—that our whole Spirit, and 
Soul, and Body be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

But, if this is begun, and carried on, by = 

Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, are not we mere Machines in this“ 


Matter? By no Means. On the contrary, we are 
commanded to add to our Faith Virtue, and to 
«© Virtue Knowledge, and to Knowledge. Tempe- 
c france, &c. 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, — to be peren 
& even as our Father which 1s in Heaven 1s per- 
« fea.” Matt. v. 48. to grow in Grace.“ 2 Pet. 
f11. 18.—and to work out our Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling. Phil. ii. 12. How then are thefe 
Things to be reconciled ? Thus: When the Holy 
Ghoſt is ſaid to ſanctify us, he is ſpoken of as the 
Communicator of all Grace, the Giver of every 
good and perfect Gift. When we are bid to work. 
out our Salvation, we are commanded to improve 
the Grace he communicates for that Purpoſe. So 
that we are to endeavour to“ grow in Grace,“ 
as earneſtly as if it was intirely in our own Power; 
and yet with a deep Senſe of our Inability * to do 
* any Thing of ourſelves,” and a full Perſuaſion. 
that all „our Sufficiency is from God.” — = 
Beſides, the implanting of good Deſires cannot be 
that we ſhould be idle, inactive; they muſt have a. 
Sphere for Action. We can never ſuppoſe that he 
who gave had no Employ for them ; that he wha 
raiſed never intended to fulfil them. Their pro- 
per Object is good Works, which God hath be- 
tore ordained that we ſhould walk in. Thus we 
are prepared to perform unto him a reaſonable Ser- 
vice: Thus his Service is perfect Freedom. We 
properly endeavour to fulfil the Law by Love 
to love him with all our Hearts—and, for his Sake, 
our Neighbour as ourſelves. 

Theſe are the good Works which God hath or- 
dained that we ſhould walk in; and for which End 
we are his Workmanſhip, created in Jeſus Chriſt, 
And, in order to carry on this glorious Work on 


our Part, he hath given us, as proper Inſtruments 


under 
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under his Grace, his Word and Ordinances. —— 
But as the Uſe of theſe relates to PRACcTICAI. 
CurrsTIANITY, they do not at preſent come un- 
der our Conſideration. - | 
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IF we review the Heads of theſe Diſcourſes, we % 
mall find that we all ſinned in Adam—that we are 
by Nature Children of Wrath, and under the Cutſe— 
\ that we can be ſaved only by Faith in the Death and 
„ Merits of Jeſus Chriſt- and, when this Faith is ſin- 
/ | cere or ſaving, it is accompanied with a Change of 5 
il Heart, and that (among other Things) in order to 
2) Change of Life. When the Will and Aﬀec- 
tions are inclined to ſpiritual Objects, a Life of 
| Holineſs naturally follows; and as ** whoſoever 
| © 1mproveth what he hath, to him ſhall be given,” 
a Growth in Grace muſt enſue ; which 15 the only 
infallible Mark of a Chriſtian. But it is in vain 
to attempt a Chriſtian Life, without a Renewal of 
our Will and Affections. We can never lead it, it 
will be always irkſome and tedious, and no mate- 
nal Advances can be made. While we attempt to 
We mortify one Corruption, another will increaſe in 
Strength. Bid the Man trembling with the Palſy 
keep himſelf ſteady: He cannot; his Diſorder 
baffles his utmoſt Endeavours. In like Manner, 
when we attempt to lead a Life of Holineſs in our 
own Strength, the Depravity of our Nature cont1- 
nually foils us. We draw near indeed to God with 
our Lips, but our Hearts are far from him. The 
Enmity in our Nature to what is good prevents us 
| from reliſhing ſpiritual Duties, from performing 
0 them with Delight. Wherefore, finding ourſelves 
Aaable to grow in Grace, without knowing the real 
| Cauſe, which is the Depravity of our Hearts; we 
endeavour to perſuade ourſelves that a Life of God- 
Hhneſs is not neceſſary, that it is only being righteous 
overmuch, 
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| overmuch. And as the Diſceliſh of ſpiritual Du» | 
ties will make us think a few of them ſufficient, {6 
the Love of Things temporal will perſuade us that 
the Enjoyment of the World is not unlawful—that | | 
the Purſuit of Riches is only to make a neceſſary” * 
Proviſion for our Families—and a Round of faſhion® |! 
able Pleaſures nothing more than neceſſary Amuſe. | 
ments, in order to relax the Mind. Hence it is 
that we grow ſatisfied with the mere Form of Re= {| 
ligion—excuſe all our Miſcarriages by calling them | 
the Infirmities of Nature—and extol the Mercy of | 
God, to the Deſtruction of all his other Attributes. 
How prepoſterous and abſurd is it then to bid 
us lead a good Life, without informing us how we 
are to have Strength to do it ? Without acquaintin 
us that our Nature muſt be renewed, and a ſpiritua 
'Principle communicated by the Holy Ghoſt ? that 
this is the happy Lot only of Believers in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and that none believe in him till they have 
had an heart-felt Knowledge that they are Sinners ? 
Ability for Holineſs of Life is ſo far from 
being in our own Power, that it is an abſolute Pro- 
miſe of the Covenant of Grace: 1 will put my 
„Spirit within you, and cauſe ye to walk in my 
“ Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Judgments and 
„ do them.” Ezek. xxxvi. 27, So that none can 
have this Ability till they are reconciled to God, 
and taken into Covenant with him : But there is no 
Reconciliation to be had, no Admiſhon into Cove- 
nant, without“ Repentance towards God, and 
«« Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” We muſt firſt ſee 
that we are Sinners, that we need a Propittation ; 
and, when we have been enabled heartily to em- 
brace the Offer of a Saviour, then, and not till then, 
God will fulfil his Promiſe in the Covenant, „will 
put his Spirit within us, and cauſe us to walk in 
« his Statutes, &c.“ Vhere then 1s the boaſted 
Dignity 
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Dignity of Man, the extolled Sufficiency of his 


Reaſon, when he muſt ſee he 1s a Rebel, and ut- 
terly unable to help himſelf ? when he muſt ſue for 
Mercy, and renounce all Pretenſions to Merit, be- 
fore he will be EXABLED to live a Life acceptable 
to God ? 

Our Diſorder is the Depravity of our Hearts, the 
Corruption of our Nature. When we ſee this, 
when we ſee that we are Enemies to God, Self- 
preſervation will teach us to ſeek for a Remedy, to 


flee from the Wrath to come. A Propitiation is 


rovided . for the Remiſſion of Sins that are pait ;” 
namely, the Death of Jeſus Chriſt. A perfect Righ- 


teouſneſs has been wrought out; namely, the Obe- 


dience of Jeſus Chriſt, And it is the merciful 
Charter of Salvation, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life.“ 
With an Intereſt in this bleſſed Saviour are inſepa- 
rably connected a Change of Heart, and (by a di- 
ligent Uſe of the Means ot Grace) Ability to lead 
a Life pleaſing to God, acceptable in the Beloved. 

Chriſtian Knowledge, therefore, muſt begin with 
an Acquaintance of our fallen State; for, till we 
fee that we arc Sinners, we ſhall never ſee the Want 
of a Saviour. We may indeed ſometimes uſe his 
Name, and even imagine we truſt to him; but all 
the While we ſhall truſt to our own Works, ſhall 
be endeavouring to eſtabliſh our own Righteouſneſs. 
Till we fee we are sinners, we ſhall never ſubmit 
to the Righteonſine!ts of God ſnall never experience 
a Change of Heart never have Ability to lead a 
Life of Holineſs. 
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